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OMMUNITY 


By John S. 


Hoyland 


In a German labour camp .;. the lads are draining the land, reclaiming it for 


full cultivation. 


It’s compulsory for them, possibly, but the job needed doing— 
just as there are hundreds of jobs needing doing in Britain today. 


How voluntary 


work of this kind may be adopted as real service to the community is shown by 
John S. Hoyland in the adjacent article. 


Aid for Jewish Refugees: 


Appeal for Guarantees 


WHILE the Government seeks the cooperation of other Governments in finding 
; homes for the Jewish refugees whose numbers are growing every day, the 
burden of practically all the actual aid given still falls on the voluntary organiza- 
tions—and, ultimately, on the individuals whose sympathy is genuine enough to 
prompt them to action rather than mere words. 


As Mr. Chamberlain said in the House of 
Commons on Monday: 


The number of refugees which Great Britain 
can agree to admit, either for a temporary stay 
or for permanent settlement, is limited by the 
capacity of the voluntary organizations dealing 
with the refugee problem to undertake the re- 
sponsibility for selecting, receiving, and main- 
taining a further number of refugees. His 

Majesty's Government is keeping in close touch 

with the Committee which has been set up to 

coordinate the activities of the voluntary 
organizations engaged on this task. 

It is the question of maintenance that is 
the crux of the matter. On this the Home 
Secretary said in the subsequent debate: 

The Coordinating Committee, on which were 

represented the principal Jewish organizations, 
the Quakers, and organizations of the Christian 
churches . . . made, with the help of the Home 
Office, the necessary inquiries, and where they 
said that an immigrant either had a friend who 
could keep him in England or could keep him- 
self, invariably the Home Office saw that he 
got a visa and was allowed entry into this 
country . ¢ 1am opposed to anything in the 
nature of a quota 

The Government was also “prepared to 
look favourably” on cases—such as those of 
transmigrants who would ultimately go 
elsewhere—which could be dealt with en 
masse and in which individual inquiries 
would not be essential. 
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But again, referring to a proposal of the 
Coordinating Committee to bring non- 
Aryan children to this country (as had 
been done for Belgian children during the 


Can you sign this? 


“In consideration of the British Govern- 
ment’s granting permission to the following 
person or persons ....to come to this 
country for the purpose of taking up resi- 
dence either temporary or permanent, I, 
the undersigned, being a householder and 
declaring myself to be possessed of suffi- 
cient means to carry out the necessary 
financial operation, do hereby uncondition- 
ally guarantee to hold myself responsible 
for his (her, their) maintenance and up- 
keep during such time as he (she, they) 
may be allowed to reside in this country.” 


If you could sign such a statement (over 
a sixpenny stamp) you could get a refugee 
out of Germany. If you are willing to do 
this, send us your name and address and 
we will put you in touch. 


War) he indicated that their maintenance 
would have to be “guaranteed either by the 
organizations’ own fund or by generous 
individuals.” 

There }.as already been a response to the 
appeal made in Peace News last week for 
ofters of assistance of this kind. In every 
case the offer has been of hospitality. 

The guarantee referred to last week as 
an “alternative” was an alternative method 
—actually the more urgently needed—of 
helping. It is not an alternative method of 
getting people into this country but, as the 
statements in the House show, necessary in 


(Continued on page 6) 
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SERVICE IS 


REAL NATIONAL 


SERVICE 


And There’s a Job Waiting 


for Every Pacifist ! 


D 


ISCUSSING the pacifist attitude to National Service in last 
weeks issue of Peace News Montgomery Conn urged that 
the pacifist movement should get down to a detailed con- 


sideration of the forms of real national service available to pacifists, 


in peace as well as in war. 


In this article John S. Hoyland discusses the part Work Camps 


can play in this effort. 


INCE the “ crisis”? we have all been feel- 

ing our consciences pricking. We have 
realized, whatever our political complexion, 
that in the past we have not been serving 
our country adequately; and we have made 
many pious resolutions regarding better 
service in the future. 

Pacifists have felt especially uncomfort- 
able. They are precluded by their beliefs 
from undertaking the obvious forms of 
military and defence service. They have 
been searching therefore for a method of 
expressing their patriotism which will be 
more genuinely useful. This has meant for 
many of us an increased keenness and 
energy in working for peace. 

We have realized, for instance, that by 
far the best form of air raid protection is 
to prevent another war, and therefore we 
have been doing our best to rally public 
opinion behind the policy of disarmament 
and of international conference which our 
leading statesmen rather fitfully and half- 
heartedly advocate. 

x 

QUCH peace-propaganda work is excel- 

lent; but pacifists will be the first to 
say that it is not enough, and that we 
realize the necessity of finding new 
methods of expressing our love for our 
country, not merely by exercising the 
smalk muscles -at the base of the 
tongue, but by hard labour of the bigger 
muscles also. 

We need a movement which will unite 


people of all classes, of all ages, of all] 


opinions, and of both sexes, in the actual 
doing of practical jobs on behalf of the 
community in which we are set and of our 
country as a whole. But it must be a move- 
ment beyond taint of militarism. 

Many of us would add, that such service 
must begin now, and must not wait for, or 
be conditioned by, a hypothetical future 
“emergency,” which never may, and by 
the grace of God never will, develop into 
actuality. We want something to do for 
our country which shall be really useful, 
both here and now, and in the future, 
whether that future be peace or war. 


* 


THE experience gained in Work: Camps 

all over the United Kingdom during 
the past cight years may be of guidance to 
us in this search. 

Through these Work Camps thousands of 
young people, and many older people also, 
have gone into needy neighbourhoods, and 
have worked with their hands at all sorts 
of practical jobs, but especially at the help- 
ing of sick and disabled unemployed men 
on their allotments. 

There has been a lot of misplaced effort 
in Work Camps, and a lot of inefficient 
digging; but still experience has been 


gained, hundreds of hard-hit individuals 
and groups have been helped, and above 
all the real meaning of unemployment has 
been brought home to numerous indivi- 
duals who might otherwise have spent 
their lives in a fools’ paradise. 

Again, through the many Work Camps 
held abroad numerous friendships have 
been built up between young people in this 
country and young people in other coun- 
tries; and this has been a direct patriotic 
service as making war less probable in the 
future. x 

Wwuat we seem to need now is an ex- 

tension of this work camp tech- 
nique, 

We need more and more teams going to 
the distressed areas to help disabled men 

(Continued on back page) 
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more interested last weekend in the 
views of the electors of Bridgwater 
inan in any uttered within its own walls. 
The victory of Mr. Vernon Bartlett really 
startled it. Even the Labour Party, which 
was naturally cverjoyed at such a stun- 
ning blow to the Government's prestige, 
was not above being a little startled too. 
It would seem that candidates able and 
willing enougn to argue a case for collee- 
tive and armed resistance to the dictator- 
ships are far more likely to defeat the 
Government nominees in constituencies 
sucn as Bridgwater, if they run as Inde- 
pendent rather than as Labour candidates. 
The Local Labour Party evidently arrived 
at this conclusion despite the frowns of 
Transport House. 
* 


Te House of Commons was much 


* ae 


If there are zny more Vernon Bartletts 
available, and I’ve no doubt there are, 
there will be more local Labour Parties 
acting in the same way as at Bridgwater 
--not, of course, in the “safe” con- 
stituencies. But the “safe” constituencies 
make no part of the Labour Party’s 
problems. 

Now, Mr. Vernon Bartlett, hailed by 
Labour as a standard bearer in a Strictly 
limited field of international politics, is a 
much more doubtful quantity in some 
other aspects of international politics and 
in the very large field in which measures 
must be taken to rid the people of their 
poverty by the removal of the shackles of 
capitalism and landlordism. 

Thus the Labour Party, which is highly 
suspicious of pacifist candidates ‘vho on 
every other issue than that of armed might 
ure its loyal supporters finds itself com- 
pelled to watch a good deal of disintegra- 
tion among its local organizations all for 
the sake of the return of candidates w th 
whom the Party has little in common but 
opposition to Mr. Chamberlain. 


Pacifists’ Opportunity 


¥ DON’T think that Bridgwater and the 
consequences which it may encourage 
will be lost on the Labour Party. 

In similar by-elections, in future, paci- 
fists, who are aware of their duty as citi- 
zens ought actively to seek the opportunity 
to get a local Labour Party to put forward 
candidates who will fight for the world 
conference, the removal of restrictions on 
trade and migration, the international 
direction of assistance to depressed peoples 
and nations, a League based upon justice 
and the emancipation of all enslaved 
peoples from the dominion of imperial 
control, and ourselves in particular from 
the dominion of armaments and militarism. 

s * * 

I don’t think that after Bridgwater there 
will be the same unwillingness to consider 
such a candidature. Further defections 
like those at Bridgwater and Oxford may 
actually dictate some such course to Trans- 
port House as a party necessity. 

It may be, as John Barclay said last 
week, that the Peace Pledge Union is not 
political. How far that represents the view 
of the Sponsors or members I don’t know, 
but I hope there will be enough readers of 
these notes to link themselves in some sort 
of joint effort to find more adequate ex- 
pression for the pacifist view in by- 
elections. 

Hitherto it has had no expression at all. 
And that’s bad for the Government, for 
the Opposition, and most of all, bad for us. 


American Trade 


Agreement 
HEN the Anglo-American Trade 


Agreement comes for ratification be- 
fore the House it should have a safe pas- 
sage. It has the great merit of making a 
first large incision into the system of Im- 
perialism exclusiveness we sought to set up 
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Labour 


at Ottawa and since. 

There are foolish people both here and 
in America welcoming it because it repre- 
sents a new sort of trade block, with a 
bigger stranglehold still on those who have 
not the good fortune to dwell within the 
new Anglo-Saxon economic compound. 

Apparently it is actually true that pzrt 
of the advantage which Britain gets out of 
the bargain is the exclusion or hindrance 
of German exports to America in the in- 
terest of greater opportunity for our own 
traders. Germany can hardly complain. 
Her own perfervid pursuit of the prin- 
ciples of econamic self-sufficiency offer too 
much justification for these exclusive and 
bad, because they are exclusive, agree- 
ments. 

Despite the fact that we are all moved 
by the latest example of German Jew- 
baiting and Chauvinism, we must not for- 
get our duty to press for the world confer- 
ence in which a system of mutual benefit 
may be made to reach out to all nations, 
both those we like and those we don't like. 

* * * 

The national emotion in Britain at the 
outrages in Germany has, as I suggested 
last week, had its effect on the Govern- 
ment’s intentions concerning the former 
German colonies. Mr. MacDonald, the 
Colonial Secretary, re-asserted the state- 
ment that the Government was not con- 
templating the transfer of any territories 
under British administration. 

Yet even this may mean little more than 
an expression of the Government’s need for 
care in a period of excited national indig- 
nation. The Government may be very well 
advised to contemplate nothing just now 
which will exacerbate the feelings of the 
moment. 


Colonies and Security 
GENERAL SMUTS has repeated” with 
unnecessary emphasis that South 
Africa will never relinquish German South- 
West Africa. He speaks of this former 
German territory as being necessary for 
South African security. 
I suppose this means the same sort of 
security as that desired by General Wey- 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT 


and Bridgwater: 
Claims: Refugees and the Empire: 
Arms Threat to Social Services 


gand for France. In supporting M. Dala- 
dier’s assertion that France could never re- 
turn the African colonies which she took 
from Germany, General Weygand said that 
without her colonial possessions and the 
African reserves of man-power, the 
40,000,000 of France would never be able 
to confront in war the 80,000,000 of 
Germany. 

These calculations, based on the right of 
great Empires to conscript their helpless 
black subjects, are almost as intolerable as 
the worst claims of the Nazis themselves. 

We may, however, still hope that the 
British Government, when its “contem- 
plative ” period is passed, may yet take the 
view, and, persuade France also to take 
the view, that colonies which are forcibly 
retained for the defence of the countries 
which enslave and conscript the people of 
those colonies are not in the long run likely 
to prove a source of strength from any 
point of view. 

* s e 

The House of Commons by 114 votes to 
89 resolved last Friday in favour of an 
experimental abolition for five years of the 
Death Penalty. The Home Office opposed, 
and no doubt will prove strong enough to 
prevent the experiment. 

Still it is a sign of grace when most men devote 
their thoughts to the forcible and violent enforce- 
ment of the common will against the international 
malefactor that Parliament recoils at last from 
the acceptance of that same theory of “a life for 
a life” upon which we have so long based our 
theories of national and international justice. 

The new humanity in the measures now 
promised for the treatment of criminals is an- 


other sign that the times are not altogether out 
of joint. 


Land for Refugees 


THE debate on the steps to be taken for 

the provision of asylum for the per- 
secuted German Jews revealed many 
official doubts about doing anything effec- 
tive except through the agency of volun- 
tary organizations. However great our 
desires, said the Prime Minister, the pos- 
sibilities of settlement of the Jews within 
the Empire are strictly limited. 


Even in Tanganyika. regarding which much has 
been said of its absorptive capacity for new im- 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Eye-witness in Czechoslovakia : 


Great War C.O.’s and the National 
Register: G.L. and Refugees 


RS. BENJAMIN, that indefatiguable 
-*=worker for the PPU in Wales, is just 
back from a visit to Czechoslovakia. 


She tells me that the plight of the Jewish 
and German Social-Democratic refugees in 
and around Prague is almost indescribably 
tragic. She visited four of the many billets 
where they are quartered—barns, farm 
outhouses, halls in country inns. In one 
place she found 51 men, women and 
children (their ages ranged from three to 
sixty) huddled together on uncovered 
straw, each family making a little com- 
pound of its own. 


Their daily food allowance is just over 
a shilling, which is paid to the housewife 
who cooked a collective meal for them. 
They rarely leave their refuge. Unable to 
help themselves, they just wait patiently 
and pathetically day after day for some 
form of salvation. 


Mrs. Benjamin is convinced that aid 
efforts in this country should be directed 
to getting the 8,000 Jews and 3,000 Germans 
out of Czechoslovakia. There is no future 
for them there, where already there are 
over 10,000 Czech refugees from Slovakia. 

She believes that the PPU should start 
an agitation for the granting by the 
Government of temporary asylum, until 
settlement in the Dominions or the 
Colonies can be arranged. 


New Use for Babies 


A correspondent sends me an excerpt 
from a letter written by a young mother, 
who has found “ a new raison d’étre for 
babies!” She writes: 

They are marvellous instruments of “appease- 
ment” and “pacification! ” It is astonishing how 
many different kinds of people, who would 
normally regard one with indifference or hos- 


tility, speak and make friends, when one is out 
with the baby! It is a pity statesmen have to 
be rather old, or they might be introduced into 
diplomatic circles with good effects! 
Politicians have not, of course, quite 
neglected the baby as a means of concili- 
ating the electors. Indeed, unfortunate is 
the candidate at an election who does not 
contrive to be photographed in a paternal 
attitude to some youngster, while the de- 
lighted mother stands approvingly by. 


A German Offer 


Joseph Rosenberg, a German refugee, 
wants to do his bit for the peace move- 
ment. An accomplished linguist with a 
highly individual method of tuition, he is 
willing to give free instruction in German 
to PPU members and groups. 

Anyone interested should write him c/o 
Stuart Morris, PPU Headquarters. 

Mr. Rosenberg repudiates the notions 
that languages are hard to learn and that 
foreigners are better at languages than we. 

“IT can emphatically deny the truth of 
these ‘impressions,’ he writes. “They are 
as wrong as another popular theory—that 
if you shout loud enough at a foreigner in 
English he is bound to understand you!” 


“ The Good Companions ” 

When national service is front page news 
and general conversation it is good to hear 
of little bodies like the “Good Com- 
panions,” who quite unostentatiously are 
doing real national service every day of the 
week. 

Founded by Charles Stuart, the “Good 
Companions” are all members of the City 
Group of the PPU, and they have made the 
unemployed and needy of the East End 
their special care. 

Their funds are almost non-existent, and 
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migrants. Mr. Chamberlain spoke of an avail- 
able 100 square miles of land, and that was only 
problematical. 

With as much official doubt about what the 
great open spaces of the Empire can do, it seems 
rather hard on the voluntary associations of Jews 
and others that they should be left with much of 
the responsibility for discovery whether any use 
can be made of those patches of Empire to which 


Mr. Chamberlain referred. 
* * * 


One must, of course, appreciate that it is the 
Government's duty to provide against aggrava- 
tion of the injustice already suffered by the un- 
employed in Britain and by the native peoples in 
colonial areas. All the same, a well-organized 
scheme of settlement, partly here and partly 
abroad, assisted by public grants and continuous 
public supervision, ought to have done more, 
much more, for the Jews than is possible under 
any voluntary scheme. 

It is hardly possible to avoid making compari- 
son between our own national ineffectiveness and 
Mussolini’s recent migration of 20,000 people to 
Libya. In that case, the Italians found the 
public organization of transport, houses for the 
settlers, and attended even to the minor detail 
of the fires laid ready on the hearths and the 
potatoes and flour in the bins in order to start 
the colonists on a new life. 

We must, then, satisfy ourselves In Britain with 
such voluntary organization as can be devised. 
It is at least satisfactory to have Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s undertaking that if we can among us 
provide for them, the Home Office is prepared to 
permit a very large number of Jewish children to 
enter this country. 


Cost of Rearmament 


I HAVE frequently drawn attention in 

these notes to the coming of the day 
when British citizens will have to sit down 
and consider the cost of their mighty 
schemes of rearmament. That day now 


draws very near. 

Last Monday supporters of the Government 
called Sir John Simon to a private meeting in 
order to listen to their demands for drastic 
economy in school building, road making and 
many other things connected with the social 
services. 

These MPs realize, of course, that if something 
of this sort is not done at once, drastic increases 
in income tax will be necessary. That would 
mean what is usually described as a financial 
crisis. It won’t be a crisis, they think, if those 
who benefit from social services instead of surtax 
payers, foot the major part of the bill. But 
that will hardly be the view of the citizens as a 
whole, and an entirely new outlook on the public 
value of rearmament may shortly be expected. 


* Peace News” Offices. 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


they appeal for money and goods to enable 
them to treat a hundred of their “wards” 
at Christmas time. Left-off clothing and 
knitting wools are also needed. 

The “Good Companions” may be found 
at the City Group's rooms, 13 Paternoster 
Row, London, E.C.4. 


National Register—1916 


I have just come across an account of 
the attitude adopted by war-resisters to 
the introduction of a National Register in 
1916. 

In Conscription and Conscience, John 
William Graham tells us (p. 161): 

“The Joint Advisory Council of that day, 
including the Friends’ Service Council, the 
NoConscription Fellowship and _ the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation recommended 
adding this proviso when signing national 
registration forms: 

“* Whilst registering as a citizen in con- 
formity with the demands of the Govern- 
ment, I cannot conscientiously take part in 
military service, in any employment 
necessitating the taking of the- military 
oath, nor in the production of material the 
object of which is the taking of human 
life.” 


Refugee Problem 


The plight of the 600,000 German Jews— 
280,000 are already dependent on charity— 
focusses attention on the new campaign Jed 
by Mr. Lansbury for the relief of refugees 
(reported last week). 

Added point is given, too, to the demands 
of Captain Victor Cazalet, MP, Sir 
Stafford Cripps, MP, and the National 
Council for Civil Liberties. that suitable 
areas in the British Empire be thrown 
open to the exiled Jews. 
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Not So Fantastic, say 
American Women 


ITH a warning that the fantastic terror 
over the American broadcast of H. G. 
Wells's War of the Worlds might only too 
soon be exchanged for well-grounded fear 
of air raids if the United States continues 
to arm, the Women’s Peace Union of New 
York. has just published a letter sent out 
to a large group of candidates in the recent 
elections of Congress. 
The letter called for support for a pro- 
posed Constitutional amendment to outlaw 


war, and to abolish the army, navy, and | 


air force. 

“Before we are once more victims of 
foreign propaganda,” said the letter, “let 
us make war illegal under our Constitu- 
tion. Let us disarm—not because we are 
weak, but because we are strong! This 
means moral force, which always conquers, 
instead of armed force, which in the end 
always fails.” 

“A plea for Dick Sheppard’s position ” 
was made in an Armistice Day article by 
the secretary of the Women’s Peace Union, 
Tracy D, Mygatt, published in The Church- 
man. 


Women Best Fitted 
For Non-Violent 
Struggle, says 


Gandhi 


HE drilling of women to take part in 

war has led a correspondent to ask 

Mr. M. K. Gandhi to “inspire and organize 
the women of India” for peace. 


Mr. Gandhi has replied (in his weekly, 
Harijan) that he believes “that it is 
woman’s mission to exhibit ahimsa 
{non-violence] at its highest and best.” 


“ But,” he CORPIBUER: e why, should it be 


My feeling is that if men of the Congress 
can retain their faith in ahimsa and pro- 
secute the non-violent programme faith- 
fully and fully, the women would be cuto- 
matically converted and it may be that 
there shall arise one among them who will 
be able to go much further than I can ever 
hope to do. 


“For woman is more fitted than man to 
make explorations and take bolder action 
in ahimsa. For the courage of self-sacrifice 
woman is any day superior to man.” 


Gifts and Donations 
are asked by 
SYLVIA PANKHURST 
Editor of the Weekly 
NEW TIMES AND ETHIOPIA NEWS 
(For International Justice) 
for the 


BAZAAR AND FETE 


Held in support of the Cause of 
ETHIOPIA AND JUSTICE 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 5th, 
3 p.m. to 11 p.m., and 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6th 


11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
at the 


WESTMINSTER PALACE ROOMS, 
VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1, 
(Under the Patronage of Their Imperial 
Majesties the Emperor and Empress of 
Ethiopia and His Excellency the Chinese 
Ambassador.) 


TICKETS: At door, 1/6 two days and 
evenings ; 1/- one—day and evening ; 
6d. one evening after 7 o'clock. 
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Pacifist Newspaper Enterprise 
of “Under 20's 


Nouvelle (“ The New Way”), a pacifist newspaper of eight pages, 


T HERE has just come into my hands the current issue of La Voie 


printed in three languages and with contributions by writers of | 
half-a-dozen or more different nationalities. 


What is the more remarkable is that it 
is a youth paper not in the sense of being 
addressed to youth but in being produced 
by youth—real youth—not people who are 
just on the right side of forty, but people 
who are still adolescents. 

The editor, the manager, and their staffs 
are under 20 years of age and most, if not 
all, of the contributors are also under 
twenty. Truly a remarkable achievement, 
and a really creditable one! Beta the lay- 
out of the paper and the quality of the 
articles would do credit to those of more 
mature years. 


FROM STORM CENTRES 

Of particular interest are the articles 
written by those in the storm centres of 
Europe. Two call for special mention. 

The first is by Irma Brocca, the 17-year- 
old daughter of Professor Brocca, of Madrid, 
a member of the Council of the War Resist- 
ers’ International. She writes from Prats- 
de-Mollo the WRI Home for refugee chil- 
dren at the foot of the Pyrenees. 

Her moving article (in Spanish) tells of 
the effects of war upon the Spanish people 
and shows that none of the ideals for which 
those on both sides in the Civil War declare 
they are fighting are being, or can be, 
achieved by the methods of violence. 

The second article is by a young Czech—a 
very balanced review of the problem of 
nationalities in Czechoslovakia, evidently 
written shortly before the September “ crisis.” 

Among the articles in English are one on 
“The Christian Basis of Peace” and reports of 
Jast summer's pacifist youth camps in Norway 
and Holland. The bulk of the paper is in 
French, which is natural. since it is produced 
in France and is mainly the work of “La Ligue 
Scolaire pour la Paix” (the Scholars’ League for 
Peace). 

This organization was founded about six years 
ago by Marcel Pichon, at that time a French 
schoolboy of 14 years of age. It has made re- 
markable progress and now has groups through- 
out France which arrange private and public 
meetings, distribute literature, and 
newspaper. 


WORLD-WIDE LINKS 
Quite early in its career the LSP made 
contact with the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national and became the youth group of the 
International in France, and made contacts 


with youth in other lands. 
About a year ago, Marcel Pichon was invited 


ONLY GAIN FROM 


ARMS 
Majority Must Stand Solid 


For Peace 


From Our Own Correspondent 
EIVIND ERICHSEN 
OSLO. 


A®MAMENTS make it possible for five 

percent of the people to keep the rest 
8f the people in misery. But if the 95 per- 
cent stood together, and did not allow the 
five percent to split them, they could end 
the armament race and make a better world 
to live in. 

So said Olaf Kullman. President of the 
Norwegian branch of the War Resisters’ 
International, at a meeting in Oslo. 

Continuing the same theme, another 
speaker, Lilly Heber, said there were two 
alternatives: 
percent in their nationalistic and imperia- 
listic policy, or were they willing to stand 
tegether and work for a better policy ? 


TO END FASCISM 


They must be willing to share with every- 
body, then fascism would disappear. She 
pleaded for a world conference to take up 
the Van Zeeland Report. 

After telling of the work done by the 
Peace Pledge Union in Britain during and 
since the crisis, she stated that similar work 
was now being done by WRI groups all over 
the world—as well as in Norway. 


At the first annual conference of the Nor-! 


wegian section of the WRI. held on the same 
day, Olaf Kullman said their task was to 
get the case for disarmament again put 
before Parliament. This was more needed 
than ever, because none of thc big political 
parties now worked for disarmament. 


were they to follow the five | 


to become the youth secretary of the War 
Resisters’ International. This work he _has| 
undertaken in addition to his continued ety | 
for his own French movement, which includes 
the editing and managing of La Voie Nouvelle. 

Before Marcel Pichon took on this new work. | 
his organization had already formed groups and 
enrolled members abroad and had changed its 
name to “La Ligue Scolaire Internationale pour | 
la Paix.” 

It now forms, in federal relationship with the 
other already existing pacifist youth groups in 
a number of countries, the Youth Section of the | 
War Resisters’ International, and the current 
issue of La Voie Nouvelle, with its articles in 
several languages, is the first issue to be planned 
as the organ of pacifist youth throughout the 
world who wish to keep in touch with the WRI) 
and with one another. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK 


It is not demanded, nor indeed expected 
that the members of such groups should 
accept an individual binding pledge against 
participation in war. 

The work lies principally among 
children and adolescents and must therefore be 
educational, but the leaders do aim at intro- 
ducing the members to the absolute’ pacifist 
position and making them feel the reality of 
their common brotherhood. 

There are already some individuals and youth 
groups in Britain who are in touch with the 
“Ligue Scolaire Internationale pour la Paix” 
and who subscribe to its paper. Many others 
would, I am sure, be glad to do so if they knew 
of it. 

Will all those under twenty who read this 
article please write to Marcel Pichon and ask 
him to send them a copy of La Voie Nouvelle, 
and all those over twenty please tell some 
younger friend or youth group about it. When 
writing enclose an international reply coupon 
obtainable at any post office. Marcel Pichon’s 
address is: 38 Avenue Verdier, Montrouge, 
Seine, France. 


HAROLD F. BING 


sell their! 


Peasani “Soviets” for India 
United Provinces Plan 


A complete reorganization of village 


‘administration is suggested by an expert 


|magistrates would disappear. 


comrnittee appointed by the United Pro- 
vinces—Congress—Government. 

The committee's first report recommen- 
ded the creation of a network of peasant 
“ Soviets.” The present report develops 
this suggestion. The “Soviets” would be 
almost completely autonomous bodies, in- 
vested with the widest powers. There 
would be local councils, district boards and 
municipalities, with a central board for the 
whole Province. 

The control and supervision exercised by 
the present commissioners and district 
The place 
of these officials would be taken by the cen- 
tral board, consisting of representatives of 
the Legislature and the district boards and 
municipalities. 

All local bodies would be fully elective 
on the basis of adult suffrage. In addition 
to their new functions these bodies would 
be called upon to maintain the police force 
and the civic guard and provide for the 
administration of civil and criminal justice. 


| 
school | 


Independent Labour Party. 


“THE NEW WAY” 


DANCED IN AID 
OF REFUGEES 


* x 


ie 


* Juanita Aynar, one of the Basque * 
children who travelled with a party 
of eight children from Basque 
House to give a series of concerts in 
and around Northampton in aid of 
the Spanish refugee children in Eng- 
land. She is seen in one of the tradi- 
tional Spanish dancing costumes. 


Workers’ “ Empirex cH 


for London 


The urgency of the colonial question has 
led to the formation of a committee to 
stage in London the Workers’ Empire Ex- 
hibition, held in Glasgow in August by the 
A conference 
on the colonial question is also planned. 

The exhibition and conference will prob- 
ably be held between January 21 and 28 
(approximately), possibly in Friends 
House. 

The Exhibition’s purpose is to show the 
workers’ conditions in the British Empire. 

Fenner Brockway, J. F. Horrabin and 
Vera Brittain are among those associated 
with the venture. 

An appeal has been made for donations 
and for the assistance of artists, typists, 
and any material that usefully illustrates 
the struggle of colonial peoples. Offers 
should be sent to Arthur A. Ballard, 33 St. 
Bride Street. London, E.C.4. 


Psychologists Warn of 
War Costs 


The serious mental and human cost cf 
war was stressed recently by the Society 
for the Psychological Study of Social 
Issues, a group of over three hundred 
American Psychologists. 

“Not merely money and property, but 
lives, personality and mental health are a 
part of the cost of war,” they said. 
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L = SANDERSON’S letter in the 


correspondence columns of Peace 

News a fortnight ago on the attitude 
to be adopted by pacifists in an elec- 
tion in which there is no pacifist candidate, 
as well as his recent article entitled “ The 
Defence of Democracy ” raise issues which 
need much more careful consideration by 
pacifists than they have so far received. 
They illustrate, too, the danger of being 
misled by fine-sounding phrases. 

In the election issue is raised the old ques- 
tion of the lesser of two evils. There is a 
widespread acceptance of the idea that 
normally one should choose the lesser of 
two evils. I think this idea is too readily 
accepted. 

In most, if not all, cases, further examina- 
tions would reveal a third course not in- 
consistent with one’s beliefs. 


Lesson of Oxford 


BY the Oxford by-election, which was the 

case in point, the Government candi- 
date stood for the defence of imperial in- 
terests by agreement with rival imperial- 
ists or would-be imperialists. In standing 
for imperialism, he stood for a policy which 
has been established by war, involves war, 


and will lead to further wars. 

Such a policy, it seems to me, could hardly 
have the support of a pacifist. 

The Opposition candidate stood for Opposi- 
tion to the rival imperialist Power by a collec- 
tive bloc of all those who stood to lose by the 
growth of a new imperialism; in other words, 
for a system of force (ultimately of war) to 
maintain existing imperialisms against their 
rivals. This, too, no pacifist could logically 
support. 

In such an election it seems to me the function 
of pacifists is to use the opportunity for pacifist 
propaganda; to use the meetings of both candi- 
dates to put questions which will show how their 
different policies will both lead to war and 
reveal this fact to the electors. Abstention com- 
bined with such educational activity is the most 
useful work the pacifist can do, for in increas- 
ing the pacifist public opinion in the country he 
is increasing that which will act as a check on 
whatever government may be in power when 
it is contemplating a policy which will lead to 
war 

Mr. Chamberlain, in the debate on Munich in 
the House of Commons, stated that the real 
restraining influence in that last week of 
September was the strong aversion to war of 
the common peoples of countries concerned. 
This was something of which the heads of the 
governments were aware, although it was not 
strongly represented among Members of Parlia- 
ments and although the number of declared 
pacifists in, for example, the British House of 
Commons was very small indeed. 


Lesser Issues 


"FHERE are some who will say, however, 

that pacifism is only onz issue: that 
there are many other issues to be taken 
into account, and that since in such a case 
neither candidate stands for pacifism, one 
should judge between them on the other 
points of their programmes and vote fcr 
the one whose programme—or the pro- 
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bstain — and use 


gramme of whose party—seems the more 
acceptab 

This rarS€s two fresh issues. ‘The first is this: 
Is not the danger of war so great today that 
its removal is a duty which overshadows all 
others, and does not the policy of rearmament, 
whether for “collective” warfare or any other 
kind in fact make impossible and serious attempt 
to deal with social and economic evils, so that 
the social programmes of the rival candidates 
are of little significance ? 

Moreover, what difference does it make if one 
candidate advocates a State system of slum 
clearance while the other prefers to rely on 
private initiative, if the results of either method 
are to be destroyed in an imminent world war ? 
Does not any kind of social progress in tact 
depend absolutely upon the renunciation of war, 
and is it not therefore the pacifist’s function to 
show his repudiation of war by refusing to sup- 
port either candidate and by using the oppor- 
tunity for pacifist educational work ? 


Dangerous Doctrine 


THE second issue is this: is pacifism only 

one among a number of issues of com- 
paratively equal importance? We have all 
heard the person who says: “I am a 
socialist first and a pacifist second.” Such 
a person would presumably have little diffi- 
culty in deciding to vote for a bellicose 
socialist candidate as against a less belli- 
cose Conservative or Liberal. 

But he must realize that it would also 
necessitate his supporting a socialistic gov- 
ernment in carrying on a war against a 
conservative or liberal opposition which for 
the time being preferred to negotiate peace. 

The pursuit of the lesser of two evils is a 
dangerous doctrine! To place one’s pacifism 
second means to be willing to renounce it in 
certain circumstances, 

Most pacifists, I take it, will say that their 
pacifism is absolute and unconditional. Thence 
it follows that their programme for social and 
economic reform must be consistent with their 
pacifism. In other words, the new society at 
which they aim must be a society based on the 
principles of pacifism and can therefore, since 
means determine ends, be achieved only by 
pacifist methods. 

A political party which believes in war in the 
international field will also believe in the use 
of methods of coercion in carrying out its 
domestic pragramme. To put it in its extreme 
form, it will be prepared to achieve (or to pre- 
vent) social revolution by force—or to defend 
(or destroy) by force, a social revolution 
achieved by “democratic” methods, ie, by a 
parliamentary majority. 

The pacifist has to ask himself whether his 
Pacifism applies within the nation as well as 
between the nations. There are, in this con- 
nexion, some hard lessons to be learned from 
the history of the past twenty years in Russia. 


Democrats’ Dilemma 


¥ ORD SANDERSON brings us right up 
i against some of the difficulties in his 
article in “The Defence of Democracy.” 
He points out that if we are to be demo- 
crats we must accept majority decisions and 
that therefore, though we may use all our 
energy to prevent the acceptance of a mea- 
sure of which we disapprove, once it is 
agreed to by Parliament our opposition 
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should cease. “ But,” he adds, “he can as 
a pacifist refuse to have anything to do 
with it, so long as his pacifism is based on 
conscientious objection.” 

The pacifist who tries to be a democrat is 
clearly in a double dilemma. He must cease to 
oppose something he believes to be evil because 
the majority has decided upon it. He thus gives 
up advocating pacifism (if the majority decides 
upon rearmament, or conscription, or war) in 
order to remain a democrat! He must also 
refuse to cooperate in it, i.e., refuse to carry out 
his democratic duty, to obey the law which ex- 
presses the will of the majority, in order to 
remain a pacifist! 

We all recognize that it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to be quite logical ir this world, but 
it does look as if the attitude of the pacifist to 
the so-called democratic State needs to be 
thaught out more clearly than most of us have 
hitherto attempted it. 

It clearly brings us back to the point from 
which I started about parliamentary candidates. 
If we vote in parliamentary elections do we 
thereby agree to be bound by the decision of 
the majority—whatever that decision may be— 
which is the democratic attitude? Or do we 
vote with reservations that we will accept the 
decisions of the majority only in so far as we 
agree with them? And if we do vote with 
reservations of that kind ought we not to make 
them explicit ? 

And if we do make them explicit does not 
that undermine the whole democratic system ? 
If we say that we are not prepared to accept 
the decisions of parliament if they are in favour 
of war or conscription, are not others equally 
justified in saying that they are not prepared 
to accept the decisions of parliament (and will 
in fact resist them) if they are in favour of 
nationalization of the land or liquidation of the 
capitalist system ? 


November 26. 1938 


‘We Did Not | 
| Say Ge... | 


On ihe Cost 

“To finance the last War the incomce-:ax 
was multiplied sixfold. If, as a contribu- 
tion to the next war, the standard rate vere 
meérely doubled, it would be lls. in the 
pound. Even to cover the present defi- 
ciency on the Budget it would have to be 
raised to 7s. 6d. in the pound. Since the 
beginning of the last’ War the super-tax, 
now called surtax, has been multiplied by 
16. Ifin the next war it was doubled, the 
highest rate would be 16s. 6d., which, added 
to an lls. standard rate of income-ta:, 
would amount to a total tax of 27s. 6d. in 
the pound on the highest income! At this 
point I leave the argument to others.” 

—Francis W. Hirst, in The Times. 


On Security 
“The world being what it is, no country 
is safe.” 
—Mr. Lapointe, Canadian Minister of 
Justice, Evening Standard, 8.11.38. 


On Colonies 


“We are opposed to German ‘ownership’ 
of any part of Africa, because we repudiate 
the whole conception of the ownership of 
colonies by any European Power, including 
the British Empire. ... 

“The whole tradition of ownership must 
go; the privileges of preferential trading 
must be abandoned; the marketing of native 
produce should be organized by disinter- 
ested trusts; the Civil Service should be 
international and the mandate system uni- 
versal. 

—H. N. Brailsford, in Reynolds News, 
20.11.38. 


Mr. Vernon Bartlett, the Independent 
Progressive candidate in the Bridgwater 
by-election, in his election address urged 
that Britain should take the lead in trying 
to persuade all colony-holding nations to 
agree to some form of international con- 
trol, assuring a fairer distribution of raw 
materials. 

—News Chronicle, 10.11.38. 


After Munich 


By Vera Brittain 


Transforming Truce Into Peace 


It is the task of the pacifist movement, 
in England and elsewhere, to contribute to 
the limit of its powers to the transforma- 
tion of the Munich truce into a more per- 
manent peace. The educational function 
before it involves the presentation of two 
theses to the public mind. 


First, if peace is to endure, the great 
Powers must be prepared to make their 
own sacrifices instead of exacting them 
from the smaller and weaker neighbours. 
The British Government, for example, will 
contribute nothing to any permanent 
settlement unless it is prepared to regard 
colonial possessions and British economic 
policy as open to drastic revision. 

In the second place, a public unhappily 


PENSIONERS OF THE 
LAST WAR 3 


£39,000,000 a Year Still 
Being Paid 


The Minister-of Pensions, Mr. H. Rams- 
botham, speaking at the British Legion 
Surrey County Conference at Reigate, said 
that at the moment, 20 years after the 
Great War, there were still on the books 
of the Ministry 420,000 pensioners and 
besides them about 500,000 dependents. 

There were on any day in the year about 
2,000 patients in his hospitals, and he 
wished that some of those who, after the 
danger of the recent crisis had passed, 
glibly demanded firmer stands an © stronger 
measures ~-ould spend a few days going 
round those hospitals and seeing for them- 
selves the wreckage that still remained 
from a war fought nearly a quarter of a 
century ago. 

He was still paying out in pensions about 
£39,000,000 a year, and the total expendi- 
ture on War pensions from 1914 to March 
31, 1938, amounted to £1,275,000,000—or 
double the whole of the National Debt 
before the War. 


—The Times, 7.11.38. 


divided in its views between the respec- 
tive merits of punitive action and concilia- 
tion, should be reminded by pacifists that 
the present tragic situation is the direct 
consequence of attempts to humiliate a 
proud and industrious people, and that a 
similar catastrophic “remedy” could only 
raise similar terrible problems for our 
children to solve. 


Neither a nation nor a political philo- 
sophy can be permanently suppressed by 
resort to arms; like indestructible 
Phoenixes they rise again from the ashes 
of defeat, wearing new names with each 
reincarnation. Quite obviously a threat of 
force may keep the peace at a given mo- 
ment, but equally obviously it offers no 
final solution for the harsh dilemmas of 
this world. 


Our one real hope, in the respite now 
given wus, lies in the demand for a sincere 
and comprehensive peace conference to 
settle outstanding political, economic and 
territorial grievances before war breaks 
out. As M. van Zeeland’s report k:s 
shown, such a conference requires long 
and careful preparation if it is not to go 
the way of past abortive conferences. 


We English pacifists therefore believe 
that we should continue to press for it even 
though the immediate future appears un- 
favourable and the attitude of the totali- 
tarian States remains uncertain. 


We hope that American pacifists will 
help us by urging that the initiative be 
taken by that most powerful of. all 
“neutrals,” their own President, despite 
the real difficulties presented by divided 
official counsels and a large-scale rearma- 
ment programme. 


In thus urging conciliation rather than 
“discipline” in spite of all the portents, 
we know that we are choosing a policy be- 
set with problems and fraught with peril. 
But we believe this chance to represent 
the only path to a tolerable future. 


; The sole alternative is an ever-darken- 
ing night of hatred, suspicion and fear, 
until death and destruction descend upon 
the treasure-house of civilization which 
mankind has constructed through long 
zons of conflict and pain. 
‘ —from Fellowship. 
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Speaking Personally 
“Progressive War” 


Humbug 


exposed by Dr. Har Dayal 


PERSONALLY find it impossible to rest 
I in any half-way house between the 

forthright, outspoken, consistent cham- 
pions of militarism, racialism, nationalism. 
and capitalism like Mussolini and Eitler, 
on the one hand, and the “direct ” absolute 
pacifists on the other. The “yes—but” 
lovers of peace find themselves in a ridi- 
culeus position, and ridicule can kill 
democracy and peace and freedom as 
surely as any fascist revolt. 

These inconsistent and timid peace- 
workers long for universal brotherhood, yet 
approve of increased armaments; they hate 
murders and rapine, vet are ready to ™ fight 
for—’ something or other, some good and 
noble cause, democracy or liberty or 
socialism or what-not. 

This notion of “ fighting for” progressive 
movements is deeply ingrained in Anglo- 
Saxon mentality: many sincere persons 
regard it as the supreme test of their sin- 
cerity and earnestness. 


* 


New I personally have discovered 

that I am quite unfit for service 

in any progressive movement so long as I 

am obsessed with the idea of “ fighting” 

against somebody, some group or party or 

organization. For “fighting” does not 

bring with it simple images of fisticuffs and 

ju-jitsu, but of tanks and bombing planes 

and poison gases and Guernicas and Nan- 
kins without end—and of gas masks. 


A Fit Symbol 


These gas masks have now confirmed 
me irrevocably and finally in my pacifism, 
in what I call “the pacifists of today,” as 
opposed to our other friends’ “ pacifism of 
tomorrow.” I abhor and detest and utterly 
abominate a gas mask, which would make 
me look something like a cross between a 
hog and a devil—fit symbol of militarism 
with all its foulness, uncleanness, cruelty, 
and brutality. 

The gas mask will be found to have 
served the cause of peace most meritorious- 
ly before this century is out. Decent folk 
are beginning to murmur, “ Peace is better 
than this livery of Beelzebub. There must 
be a way to peace that does not compel us 
to de-humanize ourselves. Let us find it 
now.” 

* 


FURTHER, I shrirk from all the 
implications of “ fighting for” pro- 
gress, when J observe that the young men 
ot brave and manly nations like England 
and France have become so cowardly and 
Gegenerate that they are willing to serve 
as air pilots and drop death-dealing bombs 
on defenceless men. women, and children. 
This is not war, in the usual old-fashioned. 
sense of the word; it is not an equal fight 
between armed combatants, all of whom 
risk their lives in the fray. 
tt is almost incredible to me that young 
Englishmen can be found to enlist for this 
service, which marks the nadir of de- 
pravity, cowardice and sadism. These be 
the valiant Britons of today, potential baby- 
killers and woman-poisoners, wonderful 
successors of Galahad and Philip Sidney on 
the battefield. 


The Onty 
Refuge 


If this is war—and no-one can deny that 
it is so—then direct and absolute pacifism 
is the anly refuge of the average man or 
woman who has not lost all common sense 
and all moral concepts. One does not need 
long-drawn arguments to feel that this path 
must lead to evil, and not to good of any 
sort—never to peace or liberty or demo- 
cracy or socialism. It is a social bog and 
morass, from which you cannot escape, 
however you may move: in fact, the more 
active you are, the more you sink in it. 
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The only safe cours2 is to keep away from 
it altogether. All who wage war shall 
perish sooner or later. The pacifists shall 
inherit the earth. Therefore, let us boldly 
preach our faith, which is “Pacifism for 
Today.” 
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PART from this common-sense 

view of the matter, I find that the 

militarist-idealist can offer no cogent argu- 

ment in support of his policy of postponing 

the actual realization of his latent pacifism 

until some more wars have been fought and 
won. 


Take the popular slogan of “ fighting for 
democracy.” Never was a more absurd 
shibboleth invented by muddle-headed and 
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short-sighted democrats. Democracy is 
broad-based on the will of the people. 
Against whom shall the people fight ? 


The common people man the navy; they 
constitute the army; they manufacture 
ammunition: they transport soldiers and 
military equipment. They have already all 
power in their hands—real power in the 
true sense of the word. How and why 
should they seek power by victory in 
battle ? Victory over whom? Over them- 
selves? The whole thing is fatuous. 


No oligarchs or despots can keep the 
peopie in fetters without the people’s 
acquiescence or active cooperation. A 
despot is a single individual; a group of 
oligarchs is a small coterie ; but the people 
are millions and millions. If the people 
loved democracy as they love beer and 
tobacco. and football and dog-racing, they 
would not have to “fight for” it: there 
would be no-one to fight against. 


All social, economic, and political insti- 


“AND OUR DEFENCE...” 


Humours of the Civil 
Air Guard 


“THIRTY thousand men and women, we 
read, have enrolled in the Civil Air 
Guard. 

*This should make us all feel so much 
safer, and it is rather a shame that John 
Moore, in The Star (15.11.38) should under- 
mine our reassurance. 

Asking “Some Questions about the Civil 
Air Guard” he writes: 

“Surely, you say, they will be useful to the 
country in the event of war ? 

“The sad truth is that they would be of 
hardly any use at all. 

“At the end of two years they will have done 
twenty hours’ solo on light aeroplanes: and that 
is very little indeed. They will know little or 
nothing of navigation, nothing of cross-country 
flying, blind-flying, or aerobatics; and, since, 
modern service types are very different indeed 
from light aeroplanes, they wilt obviously re- 
quire a great deal of training before they are 
fit to fly bombers or fighters.” 

He cites an interesting case of an accepted 
volunteer:. 

“TI can vouch for the truth of the case of a 
girl who applied to join the Civil Air Guard, 
and was assessed as fit by the Air Ministry, but 
whose legs are so short that she is incapable 
of reaching the rudder-bar of a Moth when she 
sits in the machine. 

ss The club concerned has written to De 
Havillands to inquire whether or not it is 
possible to make an extension to attach to the 
rudder-bar. .. .” 

He concludes that most of these 30,000 who 
have signed a promise to “serve their 
country in some capacity connected with 
aviation—will probably be sweeping out 
the hangars or serving teas in the canteen”! 


tutions rest in the last resort on the con- 
sent of the people: if they withhold their 
consent, those institutions crumble away 
and disappear, whatever they may be, 
feudalism or monarchy or Catholicism or 
capitalism, or war. War will also go the 
way of all the extinct institutions of the 
past. when the people really will it—when 
they will it as strongly and insistently and 
resolutely as they now will trade unionism 
or cinema-ism. 


Historically, the army created by the 
Long Parliament dissolved that Parliament, 
and Napoleon destroyed the French Repub- 
lic. An army is a mechanical tool of despot- 
ism, as it excludes personal intelligence and 
moral choice. A “democratic army” is a 
contradiction in terms. War inevitably in- 
volves the gradual or sudden abolition of 
free institutions. 


Reesults of 
War 


This is an old old story, for the text-books 
tell us that the Roman Republic was 
changed into the Empire on account of 
Rome's continual wars against other 
people. And what do the events of 1914-1938 
teach us? The Great War has engendered 
fascism and nazism—those terrible cancers 
of human society. 


And yet there are honest democrats who 
shout for more war! Their blindness is 
really incredible. They are crying for con- 
centration camps for themselves and their 
misguided followers. I am almost tempted 
to say that if the events of the last three 
decades have not made you an “ absolute 
pacifist,” then you must be dubbed an 
“absolute idiot.” The armaments, which 
are supposed to be got ready for use against 
the “ foreign enemies,” will soon be turned 
against these democrats who vote for them 
so enthusiastically. We shall all live to see 
that happen—unless the pacifist revolution 
wins before that day of doom. 


Keep This Beast— 
Chained Up 


“What men hate today is not so 
much other men, as war itself—that 
is the foe,” said an anonymous 
speaker, summing up the BBC talks 
series on “ Everyone and the Crisis” 
on Monday night. 


“To resort to war nowadays,” he 
added, “is no longer the unsheathing 
of a sword but the unchaining of a 
wild beast.” 


Commenting on the fact that all 
but one cf fifteen speakers in the 
series “seemed quite sure that there 
were worse things than war,” he 
added that the exception seemed to 
him, though he could not share his 


views, “the most serenely courage- 


“BRITAIN RULED 


BY FAMILY 
CLIQUES” 


THE Journal de Geneve, a Swiss news- 
paper, sees Britain not as a democracy 
but as an “aristocratic plutocracy,” in 
which governing power is kept in the hands 
of closely related noblemen and gentry. 

This state of affairs, it comments, “is well 
realized by observers, but not by the British 
public which is certainly the most docile 
in the world.” 

Here is the evidence it produces in sup- 
port of its theory: 

“The death a few months ago of two peers, 
the Duke of Devonshire and Lord Harlech, as 
well as that of Lord Stanley, brings to light a 
queer enough theory in a democracy. Devon- 
shire, ex-Colonial Secretary, was th2 father of 
Lord Hartington, then Dominions Under- 
Secretary. The son of Lord Harlech was Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore, then Colonial Secretary. 

“Mr, Ormsby-Gore is the brother-in-law of 
Lord Cranborne. Lord Cranborne is the son of 
Lord Salisbury, ex-Foreign Under-Secretary. 
Lord Stanley, who became Dominions Secretary, 
was the brother of Mr. Oliver Stanley, Fresident 
of the Board of Trade, and their father is Lord 
Derby, ex-War Minister. Mr. Stanley is the 
son-in-law of Lord Londonderry,  ex-Air 
Minister. 

“ After enumerating many other examples. the 
paper sums up: ‘Among Ministers and Govern- 
mental posts there are two dukes, two mar- 
quesses, nine earls, nine viscounts, twenty barons 
and more than a hundred baronets. These titled 
people are nearly ali somehow inter-related and 
related to the great commoners of politics, 
finance, and commerce.’” 


On Tower Hill 


Great interest continues to be shown in 
the meetings held on Tower Hill by the 
City of London Peace Pledge Union ,rcoup, 
pending the recovery of Dr. Donald Soper. 

The speaker on Wednesday was Canon 
Stuart Morris, chairman of the PPU, and 


Armed conftict does not and cannot usher | forthcoming speakers will be: 


in a fundamental revolution in society. It 
can change the masters of the people and 
create new exploiters instead of the old 
ones. History shows that militarism always 
creates the same type of institutions every- 
where, and their essential features are in- 
equality, hierarchy, bureaucracy, 
exploitation 


Names and flags vary, but the armed 
group rules and dominates everywhere. 
“Plus ca change, plus c'est la mérne} 
chose.” Only the universal pacifist revolu- 
tion can create a new civilization worthy of 
the name. Vive la Revolution Pacifist 
Intégrale (our R. P. I.). 


Nov. 30. Preston Benson and Kay Jones. 
Dec. 7. John Barclay. 
14, W. Briar and W. E. Twells. 
21. Nigel Snottisweode and Andrew 
Stewart. 
28. Sybil Morrison and Stanley Keble. 
The meetings are held from 12.30 pm. 


ani to 2 p.m. 


Get to know 


ALLYSOL 


HAROLD WESTON’S 
PURPLE TESTAMENT 


Not a war book, 


not a peace book 


but 


a novel about war and peace 
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Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 
Subscription Rates: Quarterly: 3s. 3d. Yearly: 12s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the pacifist doctrine, no 
matter what their approach. Its activity is not confined to the registration of those 
who are opposed to war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to Jocal groups designed to achieve a communal peace men- 
tality and extend the influence of pacifism by propaganda and personal example. 
Give your pledge on a postcard:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. 


The Editor’s Point of View 


Provide Homes — Not New 
Problems 


"THE problem of the persecuted Jews continues to grow. It is growing not only in 

proportions but in scope. That is to say, while the number of refugees needing 
assistance grows, the problem raised by the treatment of the Jews and by the efforts 
to mitigate their sufferings threatens to embitter international relations and extend 
the range of dispute to larger political issues. 


In his important statement in the House of Commons on Monday, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 
was rather more explicit, though still not too encouraging; about the efforts being made 
by our own Government to help the refugees. In the subsequent debate Sir SAMUEL 
Hoare indicated that if the Government was not proposing to make any direct con- 
tribution of its own to finding refuge in this country for the persecuted Jews, at least 
it was giving moral support to the voluntary organizations concerned with such work. 
Both naturally stressed—it would seem, overmuch—how limited was the scope for 
immigration. Nevertheless, the voluntary organizations have not reached the limit 
of their efforts by a very long way. If they are prevented from going to the limit 
of the help they can give, it is mainly, at the moment, for want of offers of assistance 
from the general public. We draw attention again this week (on page one) to at 
least some of this voluntary work and to the ways in which our readers can help. 


Ordinary human feelings should prompt all who are in a position to do so to 
respond to that appeal. But those who have an uneasy feeling that, necessary as it 
is to attend to an immediate need of that kind, there is danger of overlooking the 
Jarger issues of slowly deteriorating international relations will do more than make 
what direct personal contribution they can. They will, in the first place, consider the 
proposals being made to seek homes for the refugees in other parts of the world 
than Britain. 


It is no good putting all these people in this country—or in Holland. There is a 
certain small amount of anti-Semitism in these countries already, and this might well 
be provoked if they all settled there, despite the overwhelming sympathy the Dutch 
and English have for Jewish refugees. Where are they to be put ? 


The proposal has been made to put them in the old German colony of Tanganyika 
and in British Guiana. But if we send the Jews to Tanganyika, it is tantamount to 
either deciding that Germany is not to have her colonies back, or to promising the Jews 
a black future. Whether the colonies should or should not—or will or will not—be 
returned to Germany, that is not the way to announce our policy to the world. It has 
already angered Germany: it may well raise the whole colonial issue in the most 
unfavourable form. 


In the case of British Guiana, the climate is such that it is actually worse than 
French Guiana, and we have already considered sending Assyrians to that part of the 
world and rejected it. The German Jews we are actually dealing with are not an 
agricultural people, but mainly office workers who are used to indoor work. It would 
seem to be quite impracticable therefore to send them to a climate worse than the 
French penal settlement, if our object is to help them. It is true that the Prime 
MINISTER recognized the fact that conditions had previously been found unfavourable, 
and it is to be hoped that the careful survey he referred to will ensure that no injustice 
is done in th2 name of relief. 


More hope seems to be in the contributions which other countries, represented on 
the Inter-Governmental Committee set up at Evian, might make. Is it not possible, 
for instance, for America and Canada to form Jewish colonies in their wide open 
spaces ? 


Difficult as the problem is, sheer, but genuine, good will should go a long way to its 
solution, and this must be encouraged. But even if such proposals as that Tanganyika 
should take Jewish refugees are not made out sheer ill will toward Germany (and 
culpable muddle-headedness would seem to be the only other explanation), they must 
be very closely watched. 


WAR AND POVERTY 


A SPEAKER at the special Yearly Meeting held last week-end by the Society of 
Friends to consider the implications of their well-known testimony against all 
war discussed ways of building an international community. He pointed out, what 
the “Secret International” should have taught us long ago, that the mere fact that a 
thing is international in scope does not make it a factor in the building of the inter- 
national community. Indicating that a change of outlook and purpose was essential, 
he gave various examples of the ways in which a real community might be brought 
into being. Indeed, he indicated that, in some degree, even some existing public 
bodies were helping in that task. 


But it is a tremendous task. How tremendous it is the speaker suggested when 
he said that the problem was “ partly one of education, but mostly one of imagination.” 
If anyone needs an excuse for regarding the social problem as an essential part of the 
problem of making peace in the world, here it is. War and poverty are indeed twin 
evils if imagination is the greatest need in the building of a war-less community. For 
how can a man be expected to use his imagination to bring about so comparatively 
Utopian a thing as a world community in which all men live in unity (and therefore 
at peace) if poverty compels him to give his whole attention to the utterly mundane 
business of keeping body and soul together? If vast numbers of people are needed 
to concentrate their imagination on the larger task (preparatory to doing some hard 
work for it), the few who are in the best position to do so must concentrate their 
imagination now (not necessarily to the exclusion of the larger vision) on ending 


the poverty of their fellows. 
Mumphrey 8. Moore 
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The New Napoleon 
of Notting Hill 


SIR JOHN ANDERSON’S RECORD 


Took Lands from the Natives in Nigeria: 
With the Black and Tans in Ireland: 


Violence in Bengal 


W 


HO is Sir John Anderson, who as Lord Privy Seal has been given 
the job of organizing the civil population in peace so that we 
won't let the Govefnment down in war ? 


What is the background of the ARP chief, the National Registrar, 
the man whom the Daily Herald calls “ the Edinburgh Wonder ” ? 


What is the record of the man who will present to the Cabinet on 
Wednesday plans for the regimentation of the people? 


His appearance need not concern us: we 
have seen his pictures in the papers regu- 
larly since his appointment: Picture Post 
has devoted quite a supplement to him: 
and we give a front view of him this week 
on page one. 


The son of an Edinburgh publisher, he 
was educated at Edinburgh and Leipzig 
Universities and entered the civil service 
via the Colonial Office in 1905. In succes- 
sion he became: 

Secretary of the Northern Nigeria Lands 

Committee in 1909. 

Secretary to the West African Currency 

Committee in 1911. 

Principal Clerk in the Offices of the In- 

surance Commissioners in 1912. 

Secretary to ditto in 1913. 
Secretary to the Ministry of Shipping in 

1917. 

Additional Secretary to the Local Govern- 

ment Board in 1919. 

Second Secretary 

Health, also in 1919. 

Joint Under-Secretary of Siate at 

Home Office in 1922. 

He was knighted in 1919 and in 1932— 
aged 50—he was appointed Governor of 
Bengal. 

Says Cavalcade (5.11.38), really the only 
journal with a style that can d@ justice to 
his meteoric rise to power since then: 


“Returning home less than a year ago, he was 
elected MP for the Scottish Usiversities, and 
before three months passed had been appointed 
to the Privy Council, joined the board of arma- 
ment-making Vickers, got a big job with the 
Midland Bank. 

“That was only an hors d’cuvre. A few 
months later he became a director of LCI, re- 
fused chairmanship of Imperial Airways on the 
advice of Prime Minister Chamberlain, who had 
marked him down for higher things. 

“Black-haired Sir John, in Savile-row suits, 
and smoking long cigars, stepped into the civilian 
defence breach during the crisis week, took 
charge of distribution of gas-masks, trench-dig- 
ging, evacuation of children from threatened 
areas.” 


to the TIA4inistry of 


the 


his achievements. 


As Secretary of the Northern 


Nigeria Lands Committee 


“His policy was not liked by the natives, since 
it involved rent-raising and often virtual ex- 
propriation. But he helped on the prosperity 
of white Nigeria.” (Picture Post, 19.11.38). 


In Ireland 


“The Irish war saw him in Dublin. Here he 
was charged with settling a hopeless problem, 
Ireland will never forget the Black and Tans. 
But Sir John Anderson went his own way, and 
whether military men were right or wrong in 
thinking that his Black and Tans overstepped 
the mark, he did the only thing possible, accord- 
ing to the viewpoint of the Government he ser- 
ved.” (Picture Post, 19.11.38.) 

“When he was in Ireland with the Black and 
Tans every self-respecting assassin conceived it 
to be his first duty to plug Sir John. But no- 
body hit him.” (Daily Herald, 1.11.38.) 


Giving Evidence before the 
Select Committee on Capital 
Punishment in 1930, he 
opposed the abolition. 


“There is ground for believing,” said Sir 
John's memorandum, “that the fact that pro- 
fessional burglars and criminals of that type do 
not normally carry lethal weapons in_ this 
country is directly attributable to fear of. the 
gallows. 

“We feel bound to point out that the risks 
to which the officers of the law are exposed 


Giving Evidence before a Civil 


Service Commision in 1929 


“Sir John said that he was in favour of the 
amalgamation of staffs, the recruiting of men 
and women to the same grades and of having 
the same ladder of promotion. 

“Lord Tomlin: Does that involve the same 
rates of pay? 

“Sir John: 
thing!” 


No. That is an entirely different 


Governor of Bengal 


furopeans approved his appointment, 
anticipating, as The Times reported, “a 
firm administration of the Province and a 
tightening up of the machinery of governs 
ment.” 

But a Congress leader, a delegate to the 
Round Table Conference then sitting in 
London, objected to the appointment of “a 
gentleman connected with the adminis- 
tration of the Black and Tans.” 


“In India terrorism was at its height. 
John tackled it ruthlessly. ... 


Sir 
He countered 


j illegal violence with the violence of the law. 


He earned the name of the ‘Iron Man.’” 

In 1932 he rejected the appeal of a Chitta- 
gong deputation for the remission of the 
collective fine levied on the district be- 
cause of the refusal of the inhabitants to 
cooperate with tke authorities in tracing 
the terrorists. 

On his return last December Sir John 
released a number of prisoners. Informed 
critics said that this was not so much an 
act of clemency as a desperate move to 
relieve unprecedented congestion of the 
Bengal jails. 

Sir John’s latest move is an appeal to 
youth through the Torchbearer, the organ 
of the Junior Imperial League, to enrol for 
national service: 

“T am confident that an efficient organization 
for this purpose can be built up on a voluntary 
basis if arrangements are made to ensure that 


those who are ready to serve are given proper 
guidance regarding the sphere in which their 


‘ | services can best be utilized. It is now my dut 
Now let’s look a little closer at some of | 


to see that this guidance is given.” 

Well, there’s in rough outline the career 
and character of Sir John Anderson. Feel 
safer now? 

(He lives at Notting Hill.) 


Andrew Stewart 


Aid for Refugees 


(continued from Page 1) 
addition to a home. 

The War Resisters’ International has 
received many offers of hospitality which, 
however, it cannot at present take advan- 
tage of for the lack of the guarantee. 

In a statement to Peace News, Mr. Run- 
ham Brown said this week that 21 such 
guarantees had been given on behalf of the 
War Resisters’ International. Many in- 
dividual guarantees have also been given, 
mostly by Jewish people. 

“The International has 43 urgent cases 
for which it needs personal guarantees,” 
Runham Brown went on. “The WRI 
cannot take further responsibility, but if 
some of your readers will take this risk the 
International will do all in its power to 
ease the burden by trying to find sufficient 
hospitality, and it is hoped that in the un- 
certain future it may yet be possible to 
obtain permission to work either in this 
country or abroad.” 

Groups of the Peace Pledge Union 


| (which is cooperating in the WRI’s appeal 


in the discharge of their duties would be en- | 


hanced if capital punishment were abolished.” 


During the General Strike 


“After the pacification of Ireland Sir John 
returned to troubled waters in England. Joynson- 
Hicks (Jix for short) relied on him when the 
General Strike was to be faced, and once more 
Sir John was in a position where firmness was 
expected of him.” (Picture Post, 19.11.38.) 


for guarantees) might undertake among 
themselves to back one or more of its mem- 
bers who are personally willing to give 
such guarantees. 

Offers should be made to Runham Brown 
at 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex, 
Groups of about 25 people each accepting 
a personal share of responsibility could 
guarantee about six refugees’ mainten- 
ance. They need not be also responsible 
for providing homes. 
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NATION~- WIDE PETITION PROGRESS 


LET THIS BE YOURCHRISTMAS 
MESSAGE 


"HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE 

MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF 

HIM THAT BRINGETH GOOD 

TIDINGS, THAT = PUBLISHETH 
PEACE " 


HIS is the message inside the 
coloured Christmas card repro- 
duced here. Drawn by Audrey 
Wynne Hatfield, it is one of three 
cards specially designed for the Peace 
Pledge Union. 
It costs only 2d., or 3s. for two 
dozen, post free. 
Other fine cards have been drawn 


All Britain Being Urged to 
Demand World Conference 


P.P.U. DRIVE FOR 1,000,000 
SIGNATORIES 


INTENSIVE preparations are being made to secure millions of signatures to the 

national petition for a new world peace conference, launched recently by the 
National Peace Council, with the cooperation of the Peace Pledge Union, and 
supported by more than a hundred prominent people. 


The organizers of the petition are aiming ~ 
to secure at least two million signatures | 


before Christmas. 

In Manchester, a joint committee of local 
organizations has been set up, representing 
the PPU, League of Nations Union, 
Women’s International League, and the 
Society of Friends, as well as teachers, and 
other bodies. : 

Some idea of the number of signatures 
being sought may be gained from the fact 
that 20,000 petition forms have been 
ordered. 

Birmingham is to be comprehensively 
organized by a joint committee on the 
same lines as Manchester. 

The PPU group in Bournemouth has 
taken the lead in inviting local organiz- 
ations to cooperate, and it is hoped to form 
a general council for the purpose of bring 
in the petition before the public. 

Canvassing twice of each house and 
factory in the district has been planned by 
the peace council in Letchworth. 

In London, the Women’s International 
League has been securing zignatures at the 
Women’s Fair at Olympia, while the Parker 
Fen Company has offered to send 10,000 
petition forms to readers of th: Fountain 
Pea World, a trade paper. 

Lord Mayors and mayors throughout the 
country have been asked to encourage local 
support and to give facilities for the public 
display of the petition. 

PROMINENT NEW SIGNATORIES 

Peace Pledge Union groups up and down 
the country are playing a big part in the 
campaign, and 50,000 petition forms have 
been ordered by PPU headquarters. Each 
form makes provision for 20 signatures. 

Two Sponsors of the PPU—Laurence 
Housman and Dr. Alex Wood—are among 


Send For Your Form 
Now ! 


AVE you signed the petition 
yet? And have you asked all- 
your friends to sign? 


Forms are obtainable from: 


National Peace Council, 39 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, or 


Peace Pledge Union, 
Street, London, W.1. 
Many trade unions and political 

and religious organizations are sup- 

porting the petition. Is yours? 


96 Regent 


recent signatories of the petition; others 
include Miss Amy Teece, president, 
National Union of Women Teachers; 
Reginald Sorensen, pacifist MP; and Sir 
John Orr, the nutrition expert. 

The following literature is recommended 
for use in spreading the idea of a world 
peace conference:— 


PAMPHLETS 


Why Were They Proud? Pacifist Research 
Bureau, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, S.E.24. | 1s. 

‘The War—As Before? George Glasgow. PPU, 
96 Regent Street, W.1. 2d. 

War Mongers. Clive Bell, PPU. 2d 

Skeleton of the Empire. Fact No. 3. 6d. Fact, 
66 Chandos Street, W.C.2. 

Peace Through Economic Cooperation. George 
Lansbury. 2d. Embassies of Reconciliation, 
16 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 

The Economic Approach to Peace. Percy 
Bartlett. 2d. Embassies of Reconciliation. 

Key Passages of the Report Presented by 
M. Van Zeeland. Peace Book Company, 4 Adam 
Street, W.C.2. 3d 

LEAFLETS 

A War Has Been Stopped. PPU. 
1,000. plus 1s. postage. ‘ 

Not Four But All. Friends’ Peace Committee, 


2s. Gd. per 


Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
Free. 

Wait a Minute, Please. Friends’ Peace Com- 
mittee. Free. 

Peace in Our Time. PPU. 3s. per 1,000; 6d. 
per 100. 

The Present Situation. PPU, 3s. per 1,000. 

The Issue. PPU, (Welsh National Council). 
3s. per 1,000. mm 


POSTERS 
Support an International Conference. Friends’ 
Peace Committee. 


Australians 
Fight 
Conscription 


of Australia has decided to recom- 
mend to its members that they join the 
Australian Peace Pledge Union and that 
the UCPM as a separate body should cease 
to exist, reports the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 

[As we pointed out last week, the Australian 
PPU is a section of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national and not of the British PPU.] 

The basis has now been laid for a steadily 
progressive movement and at a recent 
executive meeting it was decided to go 
ahead with an appeal for pledges. 


INFLUENCE ON CABINET 
The movement has already made itself 


ber of Parliament, which was widely cir- 
culated. It is believed (writes a WRI 
correspondent) that it was probably a 
factor in producing the cabinet decision 
to defer compulsory military training. 

Another powerful factor in producing 
this decision was a great anti-conscription 
rally on October 30—a huge procession 
organized by the State Labour Party. In 
this the Australian PPU had two decor- 
ated cars, and a squad of eight members 
was able to collect some 1,600 votes against 
compulsory training. 


MARATHON 
POSTER 
PARADE 


A to Greenwich via Regent Street will 
take place next Saturday. 

The route will follow the main Edgware 
Road to Marble Arch, thence to 96 Regent 
Street via Oxford Circus. 

The second half of the route is to 
Waterloo Bridge via Piccadilly Circus, 
Charing Cross Road and Strand. 

From Waterloo Bridge the route follows 
the No. 48 ’bus as far as Greenwich Road 
via Elephant and Castle and Old Kent 
Road. 

The parade will finish at Greenwich 
Station at 10.15 p.m. 

Volunteers for the first part of the 
journey should meet outside Edgware 
Station (L.N.E.R.) at 2.50 p.m. The parade 
will start at 3 p.m. sharp. 

Volunteers joining en route should look 
out for the parade at the undermentioned 
points and times: 

Hendon Union Institution—3.20 p.m. 

Silk Bridge (Brent Reservoir)—4 p.m. 

North Circular Road—4.25 p.m. 

Brondesbury Station (L.M.S.)—5.10 p.m. 

Praed Street—6 p.m. 

The parade will arrive at 96 Regent 
Street at 6.45 p.m., where refreshments will 
be available, and depart at 7.30 p.m. 

Waterloo Station—8.15 p.m. 

Corner of New Kent Road and Old Kent 

Road—8.45 p.m. 

South Eastern Fever Hospital—9.25 p.m. 

New Cross Station—9.50 p.m. 

All sandwich boards and leaflets will be 
supplied from the PPU car. 


| 


by Arthur Wragg and Eric Gill. 
They are in black and white, and are 
obtainable for 4d. each, or a dozen 
post free for 3s. Envelopes will be 
supplied with all cards. 

Send your order to the PPU, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.t. 


Befriends Pacifist 
Who Refused to 
Pay A.R.P. Rate 


Special to “Peace News” 


RATHER than distrain on the property 
of a pacifist who refused to pay that 


felt through an appeal sent to every Mem-) part of his rate devoted to ARP, a bailiff 


has paid the amount himself. 


He has told the man that if he is again 
summoned for refusal to pay his ARP rate, 
before a distress warrant can be issued, he 
(the bailiff) will tell the court that he will 
pay it himself—whether the pacifist likes 
it or not. 


When the pacifist—a member of the 
Peace Pledge Union—was suntmoned re- 
cently an order for payment was made. 
Last week the bailiff called and produced 
a document showing 17s. 6d. as due, made 
up of: Rate, 5d.; costs, 1d.; levy, 1ls.; cart- 
age of “goods and chattels,” 6s. 


The pacifist had already paid 3s. costs 
ordered by the court, so the total amount 
payable to secure the 5d. had become 
£1 Os. 6d. ! 


BAILIFF FELT “UNHAPPY ” 


The bailiff then took the pacifist’s gold 
watch for sale to secure the 17s. due. Later, 
however, he returned and wrote “Settled” 
across the distress warrant and signed his 
name. He said he had been very unhappy 
about the whole position, and felt he could 
not carry out his job. Rather than do so 
he would bear the cost himself. 

He then returned the gold watch, which 
he had had valued, and said he hoped the 
pacifist would feel able to pay the costs 
which otherwise he would have to pay him- 
self. The sum due on account of rates, 
however, he deducted, declaring that it was 
clearly a matter of conscience and that he 
wanted to save the pacifist any qualms of 
conscience. 


No Peace Prize for 


CHAMBERLAIN, 
EDEN, BENESH 


Those who, during this year, have pro- 
posed Mr. Chamberlain, Mr. Eden, and M. 
Benesh as candidates for the Nobel Peace 
Prize, have been disappointed. The Prize 
for 1938 has been awarded to the Nansen 
Bureau for International Refugees, in 
Geneva. 


Though not so much in the public eye as 
the people named above, this body has done 
good work since it was founded by the late 
Dr. Nansen, Polar explorer, under the 
auspices of the League of Nations. It is to 
be wound up at the end of the year. 

The Nobel Peace Prize is worth about 
£8,000. 


vs van cnstus roe rma 4 BAILIFF WITH A HEART! 


20,303 


This was our circulation last 
week; it represents a loss of 4,428 
over the previous issue (published 
in Armistice Week). 


How to increase the circulation 
of “ Peace News” will be one of 
the subjects under discussion at a 
conference of readers from London 
and the Home Counties to be held 
in the A.O.D. Memorial Institute, 
14 Lambs Conduit Street, London, 
W.C.1, tomorrow. 


It is hoped later to hold similar 
readers’ conferences in other areas. 


Union Debate Shows 
Oxford Pacifist 
Strength 


From Our Own Correspondent 


“"THE nations which have never had 

security are those nations which have 
been so nervous about their security that 
they thought they could not arm suffi- 
ciently.” 


This warning against rearmament was 
given by Professor C. BE. M. Joad at an 
Oxford Union debate on the motion “ That 
wars between nations are sometimes justi- 
fied.” 


“Ts the same totally inadequate method 
of subduing Germany to be applied and 
have the same totally unsatisfactory 
results?” he asked. 


The motion was carried by 176 votes to 
147. At first sight this may seem in sad 
contrast with the resolution of 1933 “in no 
circumstances to fight for King and 
country.” But in fact the size of the min- 
ority is remarkably encouraging. 


Official Labour, Liberal, and Conserva- 
tive parties have come out strongly for re- 
armament since 1933. In this debate no 
officer and only one member of a committee 
spoke on the “Noe” side of the House. 


Professor Joad’s brilliance and the very 
great charm and ability of Anne Harrison, 
another pacifist speaker, are accountable for 
much, but the 145 votes today, when paci- 
fism appears at a grave disadvantage and 
when Labour and LNU are strongly opposed 
to any form of concessions, are far more 
encouraging than the rather’ woolly 
majority when disarmament was in fashion 
five years ago. 


Vera Brittain 


will contribute an important 


“Peace News” 


Next Week 


article to 
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Palestine—A Pawn in Power Politics: 
From Behind Prison Bars 


No Ease in Zien. By T. R. Feiwel. 
and Warburg. 12s. 6d. 


Reviewed by J. C. G. Burton 


IT is impossible to isolate Palestine and 
1 the problem of Palestine from the rest 
of the world. The outstanding merit of this 
study of Zionism is its realistic working out 
of the bearing of world forces upon the 
history and destiny of the Jews, especially 
as regards Palestine. 

There are many world forces shaping the 
history of men today: but the author, like 
30 many other thinkers, selects the economic 
ones as the really operative. In this there 
is selection, and a bias, and a very impor- 
tant distortion. One can read a brilliant 
exposition of the economic position of the 
Jews, and yet get no idea that the Jews 
have a religion, or that that religion has 
any determinative function in their lives 
and social expression. 

Tt is difficult to say whether the author 
is a Marxist: in his pronounced emphasis 
upon the economic he seems to be one, but 
his passionate following out of the Jewish 
arama in the world seems to allow of some 
human and, in a sense, spiritual, element 
in tne course of history. 

The Jews, according to him, have occu- 
pied an extraordinary position as economic 
scapegoats throughout the history of the 
west. The Persian captivity made them 
into financiers, and from there they spread 
all over the Mediterranean as the earliest 
holders of liquid money. until the break-up 
of the order of the Middle Ages, when they 
lost their capital in the anti-semitic per- 
secutions of the time. and became the 
pedlars of the ghetto. 

The Age of Enlightenment, of liberalism 
in politics and economics, gave the Jews a 
second chance, as professional men, in- 
tellectuals and administrators, when an ex- 
panding world economy called for all the 
abilities men could offer, irrespective ci 
their antecedents. 

But now the collapse and decay of 
capi alism with widespread unemployment. 
the disappearance of a free middle class 
and the servitude of the community to big 
money, is discriminating against the Jews, 
the typically middle class and individualist 
people of the world. The fascist middle 
classes, ignorant of their own servitude to 
big money, have been given the Jews to 
devour so that their vision may be averted 
from the true source of their own miseries 
and chains. 

Zionism, according to the author. was the 
work some sixty years ago, in the first place, 
of a few dreamers in Eastern Europe, who 
despaired of a lightening of their load under 
anti-semitic autocracy. They were content 
to live poor and miserable lives on the soil 
of Palestine, and under Turkish rule. 

And meanwhile a few strange figures like 
the Viennese journalist Herzl spread 
Zionism in Jewry at large, among the back- 
war. ghettoes of Eastern Europe. and 
among the emancipated well-to-do of the 
progressive democracies. The Dreyfus 
affair had shown him how skin deep was 
toler-nce to the Jews. 

Bu: Zionism did not become a force to 
reckon with until the Allics during the War 
were looking round desperately for more 
help, and, tn their need, promised a national 
home in Palestine to world Jewry in return 
for their help. 

Unfortunately the British Government 
mace an equal and opposite promise to the 
Araks, then suffering under Turkish rule, 
to free them and help their nationalist 
movement. The British envisaged an Arab 
Empir2 under the protection of the British, 
on the pattern of India. 

After the War, Syria, which is a single 
economic unit, was split up under French 
and British Mandate, and the British 
settled over Palestine, to work cut the logic 
of their conflicting =romises to Arab and 
Jev. 

The national home attracted Jewish 
idealists, and what is more. Jewish capital 
from all over the world. Palestine began 
to flourish, and emerged from its Arabian 
stagnation to a position among the pros- 
perous nations of the world. 

Jewish persecution after 1933 sent floods 
of Jews to Palestine, for many Jews were 
now persuaded that a country of their own 
was their only hope. . 

In the last few years Palestine has 
grown phenomenally, in Westernization, in 


Secker 


The Failure 


The Professor. By Rex Warner. 
wood, 7s. 6d. 

The amiable, kindly Greek professor is 
appointed Chancellor of a fast disintegrat- 
ing democracy, threatened by internal 
totalitarian permeation, and an external 
“liberating ” invasion. 

Exactly why, in such an emergency, one 
versed in Greek and loving with literary 
affection the whole concept:sn of Greek 
democracy, should be deemed fit to rule a 
crumbling State, is somewhat obscure. 
Nevertheless, the theme provides scope for 
a first-rate story, a series of political and 
philosophical conversations, and the utter 
annihilation of liberalism and urbanity in 
the face of unbridled chicanery and hide- 
ous brutality. 

Because Mr. Warner presents us with 


(Continued from col. 1) 
efficiency, and in economic power. Tel- 
Aviv, with 140,000 population, is the first 
all-Jewish city in the wortd. The citrus in- 
dustry is flourishing, the land has been re- 
claimed and settled. 


But this has goaded the Arab nationalists 
to fury, and a fascist mentality vis-a-vts 


the Jewish settlers has possessed them. 
The outbreak of 1936 necessitated the send- 


ee 


ing of the Peel Commission which suggested 
partition as a resolution, a solution which 
hardly anybody would accept, but which 
recognized the incompatible interests of 
Arab and Jew, and the strategic interests of 
Britain. 


Britain, at a disadvantage in the Mediter- 
ranean, could not afford to have a per- 
manent sore at its Eastern end. The 
world forces which have pitchforked the 
Jews here and there are making solution 
yet almost 


in Palestine essential, im- 


possible. 


The story is well told, but why do we 
hear nothing of the Hebrew University, why 
do we not meet the British officials, and 
peasant Arabs, and the moderate and con- 
structive men of both sides? Why bother 
to delineate so well the portraits of Herzl, 
Weitzmann, Samuel, the Mufti, Lawrence, 
when the spirit of man is swallowed up in 
economic necessity ? And can the author 
himself decide whether he is anti-semitic 
or pro-semitic ? 

Palestine must be put down on the 
agenda of a new peace conference, though 
it seems that the Mandate system is not an 
infallible prophylactic against war. 


[ Peradventures of “Peace News”—No. 15 
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* Now William, there baint no need for thee to get fluttery, us be all quite 
contented and peaceful.” 


Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE. 


of Urbanity 


this defeatism, we are enthralled by the 
quiet persistent presentation of the facts 
of the situation, so nearly approaching, in 
their fiction, the facts that face us in 
Europe today. The novel stands apart as 
a real contribution to modern story-telling 
—and story-telling that is not afraid to 
preach and to teach. It is not a book to 
read and forget. It has permanent quali- 
ties, which place it among the elect on the 
book-shelf. 


But it is sad reading. The Greek pro- 
fessor was so obviously unsuited to the 
real tasks of life, but yet se pathetically 
sure that the people could not help respond- 
ing when he told them his plans for econo- 
mic justice, amiability, common s2nse and 
good will. But not one—mark the words 
—not one responded. Surely, Mr. Warner, 
there was one found worthy in Nineveh: 
even the Deus ex Mec-hina failed the 
Greek ideologist. 


The reader longs for an instant of relief. 
for the hope of meeting a few of those folk 
whom he will meet tomorrow. who can 
laugh and sing and carry on the culture of 
life, not undisturbed, but nct wholly in- 
capacitated by events. 


Europe is in a parlous state and those 
fundamental, sadistic forces let loose 
against culture. liberalism, and pacifism 
are real and appalling, but somewhere 
there are cther powers latent but equally 
strong 

Mr. Warner's book should be read and re- 
read. Then will he write us the sequel, 
please—the resurrection of th: liberal tra- 
dition in a new world? 

The last page of The Professor is the 
first page of a new novel. It must be so: 
we are not annihilated by physical death. 

A. STEPHEN NOEL 


The Pacifist Pamphleteer 


The two pamphlets reviewed in last 
week’s Peace News—R. H. Ward’s What is 
Non-Violent Technique? and Fenner 
Brockway’s Pacifism and the Left Wing— 
are published by the Pacifist Publicity Unit, 
2 York House, Theobald’s Road, London. 
W.C.1 (price 3d. each) and can be obtained 
from the Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. 


We regret that this information was 
omitted from our review 


rr 


Prison Anthology. Edited by A. G. Stock 
and Reginald Reynolds. Jarrolds. 
12s. 6d. 


Reviewed by A. Stephen Noel 


THE editors of this anthology are to be 

congratulated on bringing together in 
a single volume, the speeches and writings 
of many men and women, who, in defend- 
ing their liberties, have lost their liberty. 


They have wisely chosen the utterance 
of those, who, for political reasons 
have been condemned to prison, torture 
chamber, or even to execution. They have 
ignored many, who, for conscience’ sake, 
opposed war, or stood aside in some 
national emergency. and they have also 
left on one side the prisoner accused of 
burglary, murder or larcency. or other civil 
offence. 


We are, therefore, brought face to face 
with revolutionaries, firebands, and that 
mass of people who have. throughout the 
ages, looked forward to what they called 
the “Social Revolution.’ 


Perhaps they were interested only in 
one aspect of it, such as votes for women, 
or the adjustment of the political machine 
to overcome some temporary inequality; 
but whatever the cause that inspired them, 
they were in the main, men who saw in- 
justice, poverty, squalor, inequality, and 
who, with all their hearts and _ souls, 
opposed these things despite the edict of 
authority. 


It is impossible for men who hold power 
in their hands to look upon such persons 
with equanimity. The autocrats cannot 
tolerate those who radically differ from 
themselves. They must eliminate private 
opinion. They believe that by so doing 
they secure harmony and peace, but they 
are unaware of the underlying ferment 
which they have created. 


One of peculiar aspects of the writings 
collected together in this book is that they 
pay so little attention to those who have 
oppressed. They appear to treat the auto- 
crats, dictators, and rulers as though they 
were historical accidents. 


Possibly by so doing they have put them 
in their right places. Most autocratic 
governments are accidents of the genera- 
tion in which they exist, and although 
many of our present distresses appear to 
be due to the rule of autocracy, we 
probably magnify them by observing them 
from our own historical angle and not in 
the perspective of historical sequence. 

We are today, very much concerned witn 
the encroacaments upon our own liberty. 
and yet, on th> other hand, we are inclined 
to be somewhat critical of those who to 
openly oppose the normal course of events. 
We treat them as extremists. and assume 
tha: they will do more harm than geod to 
the cause which they advocate. 


This anthology leads us to believe that 
ou> view may not be the correct one. Men 
who in their generation were looked upon 
as extremists, have, by their writings, and 
their speeches, given to the world calm 


assurance and quiet advice upon the 
passing events of their time. 
The outstanding feature of all these 


writings is that they appeal to the ordin- 
ary man engaged in his work, in the field. 
the factory, or the workshop, and describe 
to him in the simplest language, the things 
that pass through their minds. and the 
daily routines which they observe. 


The writers are in the main very appre- 
hensive, fearing what may happen to them 
and listening intently as the footsteps of 
some other prisoner passes down the 
corridor to the death chamber. 


In days like this we can, without any 
accusation of mobidity, read such an 
anthology and from it gather courage to 
continue the defence of our own liberties, 
not necessarily from physical violence, but 
decidedly from mental obscurantism. 

BOOK 
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PEACE NEWS 


Letters to the Editor 


Ramsay MacDonald’s Sedition: A.R.P.and 
War Mentality: Abolition of Poverty 


AY I comment on Mr. Reginald 
‘ Reynolds's review (November 19) of 
McNeill Weir's attack on Ramsay Mac-! 
Donald? 

' soined the Union of Democratic Control 
as soon as it was formed (August 1914), 
and first made MacDonald’s acquaintance 
at its committee meetings. Mr. Reynolds 
might well look in vain for records of his 
“seditious speeches.” He made _ none. 
Neither he nor the UDC, which he helped 
to start, set out to be seditious, nor even 
to resist all wars. We set out to propagate 
certain ideas about the origins of that war 
and the terms of peace. That innumerable 
imbeciles called us seditious was due to 
their own imbecility. The Government 
would certainly not have hesitated to im- 
prison us if it could have found proof of 
sedition. 

Before the war broke out, from his place 
in the House, MacDonald spoke clearly 
against it and by doing so lost the leader- 
ship of his Party. In the country for the 
next four years he spoke constantly and 
courageously for a negotiated peace on cer- 
tain clear principles. 


He was always an unequal speaker, being 
a man of moods; but, at their best, his 
speeches during those years were full of 
matter. I often spoke on the same plat- 
form with him and one is naturally 
critical of a fellow-speaker who may raise 
or let down the audience. 


Is Mr. Reynolds so simple as to suppose 
that he can get from newspaper reports 
any idea whatever of the speeches made by 
MacDonald or E. D. Morel, between 1914 
and 1922? They were either reported by 
poor little papers that could not afford 
verbatims, or guyed by the rich papers, or 
—most frequently—not reported at all. 
Morel occasionally fared better, because 
he always wrote out his speeches, a thing 
MacDonald did not do. 


“Everyone agreed that Germany must 
pay .... and 5,000 millions was not ex- 
cessive,” writes Mr. Reynolds. The UDC 
or ILP did not agree and it was largely 
their slogging educational work that turned 
public opinion from that error. Moreover, 
it was MacDonald who broke the ice in 
Europe when he began, without a majority, 
the Herculean task of getting the French 
out of the Ruhr. 


TI rarely agreed politically with him after 
the general election of 1924 (which he, 
being worn out, precipitated), but I 
remained his personal friend to the end 
and I thought about him as I did about 
President Wilson, that both were men of 
high ideals, whose personal pride or 
arrogance brought them low; that both 
were men who so ill-used their nerves by 
senseless overwork and worry that their 
minds ceased to be serviceable long before 
their bodies’ end. 


Rancour or spite shown toward such men 
seems to me unintelligent. True, they 
neither of them proved high enough for the 
high occasions they had partly created, but 
it is bad history to throw upon a handful of 
men the blame that is due to many—it is 
so convenient to make idols and then beat | 
them for our failures. 


H. M. SWANWICK. 
Maidenhead. 


Air Raid 
Precautions 


T has often been said that once war is 

declared “truth is the first casualty,” 
but now it seems as if she suffered before 
as well. Particularly is this so with the 
ideas which are being circulated about air 
raid precautions, and the result of these 
is a subtle, sinister, continual preparation 
for war mentality. 


For instance the idea of ARP not in- 
ducing a belief in the inevitableness of 
air raids any more than an insurance life 
policy ensures the certainty of a pre- 
mature death. 


This analogy is not true in all respects. 
In taking out an insurance policy we are 
making provision for something over 
which normally healthily minded people 
have no real control, which is truly in- 
evitable for all, and there is genuine 
security involved. 


Not so with ARP: the necessity for it 


very real causes of their anxiety. 


the oppressed? 
Helsthaan 27, Bilthoven, Holland. 


tality, and unbounded assistance. 


42 Woodcote Road, Wanstead, E.11. 


to you. 


even warmth. 


62, Strathbrook Road, London, S.W.16. 


can be prevented, and it is creating a 
sense of security which is false, as has 
been proved by all the calamitous ghastly 
happenings in Spain and China. There 
can be no adequate defence against aerial 
warfare for ordinary individuals. 


Further by insuring, we are not, as a 
rule, feverishly making everything ready 
for the virulent development of the 
disease, both for others and ourselves, 
from which death will follow. Nor by 
insuring ourselves are we releasing others 
for the purpose of condoned murder. 


Let us not forget that our Government 


How to Help the Jews 


iw would seem that Holland which has already received a fair share of Jewish 
and other refugees may now, in this time of stress which the Vom Rath 
attack has produced, be ready to open her doors to them again. 

What can we do to persuade our Government to welcome some of these 
homeless, penniless people? The urgent need has been brought home to me 
personally through the anxiety shown by the Germans now living in Holland 
with whom I am in contact, for their friends still in Germany—and by the 


Are we pacifists ready to make a sacrifice comparable to that a soldier 
makes? If so, can we not find work and a friehdly welcome in our own 
home for a refugee, and by pressing our authorities for permission to receive 
him or her, as well as by signing petitions, writing letters, &c., make it 
clear to our Government that we really want Britain to open her doors to 


The world must open up freely lands for the destitute and give hospi- 


And money? Is it necessary to ask whence money comes for mere 
negative recrimination? Are we so poor only in generous things of life? 


There are in London many Jewish or non-Aryan refugees who are in 
great need of friendship and hospitality. 
make any contact with these refugees? 

One more person to dinner one night a week makes very little difference 
To a refugee it means several hours of friendly talk, practice in 
the English language, contact with English people, a glimpse of home life, 


LOIS A. BROWN. 


A. STEPHEN NOEL. 


How many of you have tried to 


MARGARET McLENNAN. 


New Social Order 


Constructive peace workers realize above 
most that peace is not coming by saying 
“Oh! how wonderful,” but by building a 
new social and world order on foundations 
of rightness and truth. 

May I draw the attention of your readers to 
an arresting and original investigation into these 
matters by Mr. D. Allhusen, The Master Power 


(some fresh evidence in the mystery of economic 
depression), Peter Davies, 8s. 6d. 


Driven by the disagreements of the professors 


; and economists as they discoursed upon a break- 


down in our system, and their suggested 


is spending £50 on rearmament, a great | remedies, he launched out on original research 
deal of which is for the Air Force, for'and this volume is the result of his findings. 


every £1 on ARP. 
EVELYN DAWSON. 


72 Elm Hall Drive, Mossley Hill, Liverpool, 18. 


Lord Sanderson (Peace News November 
5) criticizes our attitude to ARP. He 
believes that our government should sign 
pacts with other nations and then proceed 
to act as though other nations were un- 
trustworthy. They in their turn see us 
preparing against them breaking the pact, 
and assume that we are not to be trusted, 
and so the pact would have been better 
left unsigned. 


—and man’s inherent dignity. Let Lord 
Sanderson grub underground wearing a 
Death’s Head charm if he likes, but Homo 
Sapiens—thereby makes’ himself the 
laughing stock of the universe. I prefer 
Homo Sapiens as a human corpse than as 
a grovelling rat, and if Homo Sapiens 
cannot govern himself in accordan:2 with 
his intélligence it is better by God's will 
that he perish with the monsters of the 
past, and something more worthy inhabits 
the earth. 


Thousands are in imminent peril of being 
slaughtered on the roads. Does Lord Sander- 
son take or suggest others should take Road 
Accident Precautions such as bridging the 
roads or wearing stee! helmets or suits which 
would minimize suffering ? 


No, only war precautions. Yet if the prob- 
able and undeserved peril of his fellow men 
on the roads is not worth RAP, why should 
he want ARP for an as yet unexistent and 
avoidable occurrence wherein the majority of 
sufferers would be supporters of those who 
brought it to pass and would rejoice in the 
sufferings imposed by their side on others. 


Does Lord Sanderson realize that if the popu- 
Jations are unprepared, statesmen are called 
upon to find another way out-—as witness the 
recent crisis, and if Lord Sanderson believes 
that war is the worst way why should he want 
to prepare for it! 

However, I feel that Lord Sanderson is 
merely trying to provoke thought on the mat- 
ter, but unfortunately he puts a whip into the 
hands of our enemies. 

W. SPARKS. 

Hollinwood Road, Disley, near Stockport. 


| 


It is a notable declaration and one which will 
have to be reckoned with. It may, indeed, prove 
to be epoch-making. Hence the need to make 
it widely known, that it may be carefully studied. 


EDGAR A. SHAW. 


A Retiring 
Industry 


The beneficiaries of rates and taxation are 
the same as the beneficiaries of wars and pre- 
parations for wars. It is the debt industry 
which benefits. Whoever loses the war, the 


{debt kings win. Witness the increase in the 


ARP discredits the Geneva Gas Proto-| 
col, the League Covenant, the Kellogg Pact| 


National Debt as a result of the first world 


War. 


It is a surprise to me that I have seen no 
mention of this very retiring industry which 
hates publicity, but it is time we shed a little 
light on it. We are continually hearing that 
our lives and property will be conscripted. Let 
us have equality of sacrifice, and let the Debt 
Industry contribute its quota. 


I suggest that the Bank of England and Joint 
Stock Banks be notified that in the event of 
war, or war-emergency, their dividends shall 
be nationalized. A trust formed of representa- 
tives of ratepayer-taxpayer organizations 


| shoutd take over the shares of these concerns 


by means of- Government Stock created for the 
purpose, and this trust should hold the shares 
for ahd on behalf of the ratepayer-taxpayers, 
and pay the latter a periodical dividend. 


If we can conscript one thing, we should con- 
stript everything. but it is more than possible 
that the mere threat of conscription being 
applied to the Debt Industry would quickly 
remove the danger of war. 


Meanwhile your readers should give a hand 
to the automatic canvassers of the Lower Rates 
Demand Associations, and insist on lower rates 
with no reduction in social services. It is the 
finest form of ARP. 

T. H. STORY. 

28 Ashburnham Gardens, Upminster. Essex. 


Head Teachers 


Will any Peace Pledge Union members who are 
head teachers of public elementary schools in 
Lancashire or Cheshire please send me a postcard 
immediately. 

WILFRED GOOM. 

124 Leigh Road, 

West Horton, Lancashire. 


¥ WAS pleased to see the letter in the 
© November 12 issue of Peace News from 
William Medlock. 


It may be a useful addition to the thought 
expressed by the heading to realize that 
the desired end—‘more for all, not less for 
some”—will never come about through 
party-political action. It is becoming in- 
creasingly common knowledge that all 
political parties are, here and now, virtu- 
ally servants of those who see that money 
shortage keeps all in bondage. 


Signs of better things exist in such move- 
ments as the United Christian Petition 
Movement of which Peace News had a 
brief report a week or so ago. 


If we wish to retrieve some of our lost 
liberty, we might do worse than enlighten 
ourselves on the objects of this unusual 
petition movement and—dare it be said?— 
of those who advocate money-reform. 

LEE BARNS. 


Sovietism not 
Socialism 


It is obvious that I cannot in a letter 
space of Peace News justify my assertion 
“that the workers of Soviet Russia do not 
own and control the means of production 
and distribution,” and so answer Mr. 
Spence (November 12). 


I would ask those friends who at present 
hold Mr. Spence’s views, and all who are 
interested in socialism, to read a small 
book entitled What has become of the 
Russian Revolution. It has been written 
by a Frenchman, M. Yvon, translated and 
published by International Review, New 
York, and may be obtained from the 
Socialist Party of Great Britain, 42, Great 
Dover Street, London, S.E.1. The price is 
ls. 


I think that the evidence to be found in 
this book will prove my point and will also 
show that the present regime in the USSR 
should in no way be confused with 
socialism. 


I would like to add that I am not a mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
GEO. J. D. CHILVER. 
8 London Road, Clapton, E.5. 


Arabs in Palestine 


I regret the seeming discourtcsy by which I 
have not replied to Mr. Mansur’s letter of 
October 22 on my Palestine letter My attention 
was drawn to it very late and I have since had 
my time very fully occupied in other directions. 


It was not my intention originally to enter 
into controversy or details, but to satisfy Mr. 
Mansur I would advise him of the following 
well-known Arabs who have fied from Palestine: 
Ragheb Bey Nashashibu; Mahmoud el Madi, the 
Mayor of Nablus; Mayor and Deputy Mayor of 
Jaffa; the Arab councillors of the Jerusalem 
Municipal Council (except those recently 
nominated). Among murdered“ Arabs are 
Sheikh Ali Nur el Khatib; Sheikh Husbi Abdul 
Rahim; Farid Effendi Hamdallah; Sheikh Abdul 
e! Badawi; Haj Khabil Taha and his son; Hassan 
Sidky Dajany; the Arab Mayors of Beisan and 
Hebron; besides many lesser-known Arabs whose 
violent ends are -eported regularly in the press 


I am sorry that Mr. Mansur attempts to white- 
wash a terrorism that attacks women and 
children, old men and nurses, by comparison 
with the movements led by De Valera and 
Washington. This cannot help the Arab case 
which Mr. Mansur surely belicves will stand on 
its own merits. 

LIONEL COWAN. 

12 Edgeworth Drive, 

Fallowfield, Manchester, 14. 


' A Christmas 
Appeal 


A few queries have come to me regarding our 
Christmas appeal for the children of the slums, 
and in answer to these who would prefer to send 
hampers or clothes may I suggest that these can 
be sent direct to Miss Mary Hughes, The Dew 
Drop Inn, Aldgate, E., or to John Hall, ~ Paddy’s 
Goose,” The Highway, E.1. 


Meanwhile will you send us your toys before 
December 10 if possible as on that day we are 
giving a PPU Christmas Party for 200 of the 
kiddies at the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club. 
For this we should welcome premises of cakes, 
sweets, crackers, balloons, &c. A card to me 
at the Centre is all that is needed. 


In connexion with our work at 52 Queensway 
we have in our “community ” vacancies for two 
keen pacifist men and shall be happy to hear 
from any who are free. 

ELLEN M. DIGHTON. 

Dick Sheppard Centre, 

52 Queensway, Lenden. W.2. 
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* Alice in Wonderland ” 


A SHORT time ago the American public 

was startled by a broadcast of a story 
by H. G. Wells, which tells of the invasion 
of the world by inhabitants of the planet 
Mars. 

The amazing thing to me is that anyone 
was startled by such news. Every day the 
papers report events which are far more 
fantastic than anything evolved by the 
brain of H. G. Wells or Jules Verne, and 
people accept them without lifting an eye- 
brow. What is the explanation of the panic 
caused by a work of fiction on an otherwise 
apparently “hard-boiled” public ? 

I believe the clue to this mystery is to be 
found in“ Alice.” There you will remember 
all the strange events happened in a dream. 
I believe that the world has accepted the 
nightmare of present-day realities because 
it is asleep. but that the one hope is that 
there are signs of an awakening. Normal 
people do not manufacture death in the 
form of bombs’and gas, believing that by 
doing so they are behaving naturally or 
sanely. 


rd 


How then to prove that we are awake, 
and that the others sleep? In a dream the 
sleeper is usually immobile, unable to do 
what he feels he should. Finally as he 
wakes, the dream slips away and the nor- 
mality of his surroundings makes him 
laugh at his fears. 

We must by hook sr by crook make the 
mad world laugh, even at the moment of 
its greatest fear. Do not let me be mistaken, 
I know the tragedy is real enough, but 
our way of dealing with it is grotesque. 

Imitating the villians, we become as mad 
as they—longing to help the innocent vic- 
tims, we prepare to blow them to bits. We 
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must persuade people to give up the dream 
for the reality. and by laughing at ourselves 
for being ufraid, take our courage in both 
hands. 

Our task is nothing less than to begin to 
put into practice the only principles we 
know that will work. The only policy that 
will save the world is that of generosity 
and love. Through our groups we must be 
alive to this truth—that the world has been 
asleep and is awakening. As it wakes, 
laugh and then give all we have. 


NATIONAL BOOK FAIR 


The PPU stall at the fair was an 
unqualified success, largely owing to the 
tremendous support we received from 
volunteers. Quite apart from the orders we 
took and the literature actually sold over 
the counter, the general value derived was 
from the contacts made and the publicity 
given to the movement generally. 

It is too soon to give detailed results but 
one thing has been demonstrated clearly: 


the public are intensely interested in prac-' 


tical pacifism. and prepared “to stop, to 
look and to listen.” 


MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 


Had it not been for the “crisis” and the 
resulting influx of new members, I had in- 
tended to put aside this month for a new 
membership campaign. This will be initia- 
ted in the New Year when I hope it will be 
possible to persuade the great number of 
peace-lovers to burn their “safety belts” 
(which at present hold them back) and to 
join with us as fully-fledged pacifists. 
Details of this campaign and_ special 
literature will be ready soon after Christ- 
mas. 


Group News from the Four Corners 


“IF fascism comes to this country it will 

come gently,” said Miss Mary Gamble 
at a mass meeting organized by the Old- 
bury branch of the PPU. “It will come 
with an Oxford accent and an old school 
tie,” she addea. 

The Rev. Henry Carter, who followed, 
suggested that as an alternative to armed 
conflict <n international war should be 
waged on poverty. One local newspaper 
gave the meeting a three-column report. 


Devon Hears Canon Morris 


CANON STUART MORRIS and students 

from several countries addressed an 
international peace meeting held in the 
Imperial Cinema, Newton Abbot, when re- 
gardless of heavy rain, ahout 400 people 
attended. 

Canon Morris instanced the recent crisis 
as proof that settlement of differences of 
opinion could be reached without resort to 
violence. Although the peace might only 
be termed as an armec truce it wa3 up to 
all to see that the sacrifice made by Czecho- 
slovakia resulted in a true and lasting 
peace. 

Now, hee said, was tne time tor a world 
conference. but such a conference could 
only succeed if we in our turn were pre- 
pared to sacrifice. 

Several international students gave their 
views. and in each case an ardent desire 
for peace was expressei. 


New Group for King’s Lynn 


T a meeting of local pacifists recently, 

it was decided to form a group of the 

PPU in King’s Lynn with Mr. F. P. Ball 
(89 Tennyson Road) as secretary. 


Eastern Region Plans 


HE prelimir.ary meeting for the forma-! 
.. tion an Eastern Regioral area of the | 
PPU was held at Dick Sheppard House, 
53 York Road. Uford. recently, the fol-| 
lowing groups being represented: Bark- 
ing, Forest Gate, Ilford. Manor Park, snd | 
Plaistow | 

Barking Group formally moved the, 
formation of such a Regional Area with 
Headquarters at Ilford, and this was! 
seconded by Forest Gate. 

After a general discussion on the need 
and powers of such an area committee it 
was decided to call a further meeting at 
the same meeting place on Wednesday, | 
December 7 at 8 p.m., with the following 
agenda:— | 

1. Activities of groups included in proposed 


region. 
2. Method of approach to new members. 


PEACE NEWS 


“Peace News” Drive 
in Birmingham 


HE Birmingham Peace News Commit- 
tee has set December 17 aside for mass 
selling of Peace News and mass poster 


activity in London. The drive will start 
from 42 Carrs Lane (High Street end) at 
2.45 p.m. and will continue until 4 p.m. 


Northfield. Birmingham, 31. writes: 
To have good results we need many volun- 


approach folk personally, asking for their 
help. 

| Names and addresses of volunteers should 
be sent to him on or before December 6. 


London Baptist Pacifists to Meet 


A meeting of members of the Baptist Pacifist 
Fellowship in the London area will be held in 
the Library at the Baptist Mission House, 19 
Furnival Street, London, E.C.4, at 6 p.m. on 
December 9. The speakers will be the Rev. 
A. H. Hawkins (chairman) and Mr. Erie F, 
Wilkins. 


NATIONAL 
SERVICE 


will be the subject of a 


meeting of 
LONDON GROUP LEADERS 


to be he'd in the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh 
House, W.1, on 


DECEMBER 6, at 7.45 p.m. 


In addition DAVID SPRECKLEY 
will speak on “What I have seen in 
Hong Kong.” 


3. Formation of panel for indoor and outdoor presence at the meeting was to cemonstrate that 


speakers. 

4d. Scheme for speakers to address simultane- 
ous meetings in the New Year. 

5. Joint support of poster parades. 

6. Members ideas. 

3. Election of officers. 

The following groups are invited to send 
one or two delegates to this meeting: — 
Barking, Ilford, Manor Park, Plaistow, 
Forest Gate, Woodford, Walthamstow, 
East Ham, Leyton, Leytonstone, Romford, 
Upminster, Dagenham, Kingsley Hall. 


New Warwick Group 


Warwick and Leamington Pacifist 

Group has now been formed and a pro- 
gramme of meetings has been arranged. 
Meetings are open to all interested, both 
pacifist and non-pacifist, Christian and non- 
Christian. 

Details from the joint secretaries: J. W. 
Cheeseman, 15 Strathearn Road, Leaming- 
ton Spa, and D. P. Herbert, 8 High Street, 
Warwick. 


Nottingham Peace Book Shop 
OTTINGHAM regional groups have 
acquired, as from today, a shop in 
Bridlesmith Gate. As soon as possible it 
is to be opened as a Peace Book Shop. A 
jumble sale held on Saturday, added £5 to 
the shop fund. 

Christmas party is beiug hel” by Nottingham 
groups, which also report the formation of new 
groups at Mapperley, West Bridgford and Huck- 
nall (where there is a bombing school!) 


Glasgow Propaganda Meetings 
HE first of a series of monthly propa- 
ganda meetings in the Glasgow region 
(taking the place of former business 


meetings) was held last week. 

It was very successful, Dr. Konrad Fels speak- 
ing to a highly interested audience of 200. The 
next such meeting will be on December 21, the 
speaker being W. H. Marwick. 


Armistice Peace Stall in- 


Chorlton-cum-Hardy 
NTN ESPITE rain in the evening the Peace 


Stall arranged on Armistice Day in 


Chorlton-cum-Hardy prove. a _ suczess. | 


More than 2.000 leaflets were distributed 
and five dozen Peace News sold: 


Many signatures were secured for the petition 
for a world conference, and a good many people 


were ready to discuss peace and war, the) 


majority being sympathetic. 
A further 2,000 leaflets were being distributed 
in the district last week. 


German Speaker at Nuneaton 
LARGE audience cheered pacifist 
speeches by Dr. Konrad Fels, German 

scholar, and James H. Hudson, at a public 

meeting held last week by Nuneaton group, 


a 


there were Germans who shared their ideals of 
peace and pacifism, and were prepared to re- 
nounce for ever dreams of racial and national 
glory. He called for an all-round economic 
settlement to give all a chance to live and im- 
prove the standard of life, but not at the price 
of freedom and liberty. 

A local paper gave the meeting a good notice, 
two columns in length. 


Liverpool Shoppers Stopped 
and Listened 


SPOT near a busy shopping centre was 
chosen by Liverpool members for an 
; open-air meeting on Saturday night. 

Considerable interest was shown and _ local 
PPU members were quick to take advantage of 
it by making personal contacts, distributing 
literature, and selling Peace News. A near-by 
policeman not only found no cause of offence in 
the meeting, but out of good-natured curiosity 
received pamphlets! 

The meeting ~ ill be repeated today (weather 
permitting) and members in the district are 
asked to rally round. (The meeting will be at 
Cronton Road, Penny Lane.) 


Meetings 


King’s Lynn.—A meeting on December 3 at 
7.30 p.m. in London Road South Methodist 
Church, will discuss work of the newly-formed 
PPU group. 

West Notwood grcup meets en second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke’s Church 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence), 
meets jn members’ houses in rotation—usually 
first and third Tuesdays 

Peckham.—Friends’ Meeting House, Highshore 
Road, every Wednesday at 8p.m 


Poster Parades 

Special National Petition Parades from 96 
; Regent Street tonight at 6.45 p.m. and 8.45 p.m. 
Southend.—Local pacifists and sympathizers 
are invited to a bumper poster parade on 
December 2. Move off 7.45 p.m. from Plough 
Corner, Westcliff. Names to secretary, 549 
London Road, Southend, or to Peace News 
organizer, 112 Hainault Avenue, Westcliff-on- 
Sea. 


Volunteers for parades in West End on Sunday 


evenings. Meet outside Friends House, Euston 
Road, 6.45 p.m. 


Relay parade, Edgware to Greenwich via 
Regent Street cn December 3. Full details 
elsewhere. 


quarters, 96 Regent Street, W.1, on Tuesdays, 
at 6.30 p.m and 8.15 p.m. and continuing until 
further notice. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Chiswick.—Mass selling along the High Road | 


today. Meet at 34 Duke's Avenue, at 6 p.m. 


Sheffield.Every Friday between 6.30 p.m. and 


8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 


in conjunction with the Cooperative Edu-| street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 


cation Committee. ; 
Dr. Fels declared that the first object of his 


Pickup, 24 Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8, not later 
than the previous Monday. 


parades following the success of similar|] 


Mr. Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage Road, | 
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{Under the Oak Tree 


CELEBRATING } 


. f) 
' BIRTHDAYS 3 
Vs ==By Leonard Rea sei 


'THE celebration of birthdays, both of the 
children and of the staff in Basque 


teers, over a hundred if possible, so please | 


Specia! parades are to be held from head- | 


House, has a hearty happy character and 
in recent months almost a ceremony h: ; 
grown up. 

No birthday has been quite forgotten but 
several children had celebrated theirs as it 
were privately, among a few friends. Now 
we have a list where all may see whose 
comes next and be ready for it. It has 
blossomed into a fuller communal celebra- 
tion in other ways also. 

The bed is the place on which all the pre- 
sents are laid out, and those who have con- 
tributed are invited to come and see th2m. 
A little handkerchief or trinket, a greet- 
ings post card, a photograph cut from a 
newspaper or magazine and mounted on a 
post card, even a household clothes-peg or 
pencil carefully wrapped, are typical and 
affecting tokens of the feeling among the 
children. 


* 


Then also in the case of special birth. 
days, such as that of a popular teacher, 
indeed of all the teachers, every child with- 
out exception subscribes all his or her 
pocket money of the®week to the present. 

By a voluntary levy the staff makes-a 
gift to each child on its birthday. This 
becomes an occasion devoutly to be wished 
for because a very special desire, it may be 
a torch or a sewing basket, can be supplied 
|at least this once in the year. At breakfast 
time the present comes down from the 
office and is handed over amid cheers. The 
child is excused classes and his appointed 
jobs for that day and is free to enjoy him- 
self as he wills. 

Then at dinner time when the whole 
colony eats together the lionising continues. 
At a given signal a new round of “Vivas!” 
bursts out and the daily sentence that is 
written up on a board in English for all 
to see will have some reference to the event. 
Its translation is slowly worked out and 
when the relevance is understood, clapping 
| seals the compliment. 


* 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


Don’t Forget 


the mass selling of “Peace News,” 
December 17. Volunteers still wanted. 
(See Notice Board.) 


The Notice Board 


| Belfast.—Volunteers wanted for Friday cven- 

| ings. Write Miss I. Brown, 56 Ulsterville 
Avenue, Belfast. 

| Victoria station on December 2. Mass selling 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Volunteers look out for 

| Peace News decorated car opposite station. 

West End of London. Mass selling from 
|6 p.m. to midnight on December 17, All names 
j to PPU, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


| Taunton.—Volunteers each week. Apply Mrs. 
K. Bryant, Leycroft Farm, Taunton. 


Miscellaneous 


Chiswick group is holding a “ Bring and Buy” 
| Sale on December 10, at 34 Duke’s Avenue, be- 
; tween 3.30 p.m. and 7 p.m., to raise funds for 
forthcoming public meeting. Please bring some- 
thing. and come prepared to buy something. Any 
| contributions toward this meeting in cash should 
be sent to above address. 


Bayswater group will hold a jumble sale on 
December 3. Please send anything saleable to 
‘the Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 Queensway, Lon- 
!'don, W.2, or notify Ellen Dighton if you wish 
to have your parcel collected. 

Will members in and around Ilfracombe 
please get into touch immediately with Mr. 
Wilkey, 3 Victoria Road, Ilfracombe, to discuss 
arrangements for meeting on December 4. 

What do you do with your old copies of Peace 
News? Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, 
| Newquay, Cornwall, would be glad to give a 
\list of names and addresses of pcople in 
Germany, Switzerland, France, and England 
who would welcome them to read. All inquiries 
should enclose a stamped envelope for reply. 


Wanted urgently, books for Peace - Library. 
Can be left at Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue 
Road, Bournemouth, any Monday from 7.30 p.m, 
to 9p.m. 

Bridgend, Glamorgan.—Members in this dis- 
trict please communicate with Mr. Glyn Howe, 
|Arosfa, St. Brides Major, Bridgend, Glamorgan. 


’ 
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Diary of the 
Week 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as com- 
plete a service as we reasonably can, and 
therefore urge organizers of events to 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers; 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


November 


Saturday, Nov. 26 
CAMBRIDGE; The Labour Hall, Norfolk Street; 
Pacifist Convention; 2.30 pm. and 6 p.m. Alex 
Wood (chairman), George Lansbury, Stuart 
Morris, Mary Gamble, Henry Carter, H. C. L. 
Heywood, and Anna Bidder; Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group. 

MANCHESTER; Houldsworth Hall, 90 Deans- 
gate; Northern Areas Convention; 2.30 p.m. and 
6.30 p.m., speakers to include D. R. Grenfell 
(chairman), Andrew MacLaren, H. G. McGhee, 
R. R. Stokes; Parliamentary Land Values 
Group and the Manchester Land Values League. 
UXBRIDGE; 3 p.m. and 6.30 p.m., poster parade. 
followed by open-air meeting at 8 p.m. opposite 
War Memorial; PPU. 

GLASTONBURY; Congregational Schoolroom; 
annual meeting of Wessex Pacifist Council; 3 
p.m., business meeting; 7 p.m., public meeting; 
Heather Tanner, H. Allen and Rev. Bertram 
Hardy (chairman). 

SWANSEA; 3 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House; 
John Barclay; United meeting of West Wales 
groups of PPU. 

DARTFORD; Sutton’s Hall, East Hill; half-day 
Jecture school; 3.15 p.m. and 6 p.m. Maurice 
Rowntree and D. Emrys Hughes (chairman) ; 
International Friendship League. 
SALISBURY ; 7.30 p.m., Assembly Rooms; Ruth 
Fry, Rev. L. Artingstall, Rev. C. P. Gliddon, 
and Rev. R. Sorersen. ° 

LLANELLY; 7.30 p.m., Soar Chapel; John Bar- 
clay on “Peace—the Individual’s Responsi- 
bility "; Rev. O. E. Owen (chairman); PPU. 


Sunday, Nov. 27 
TOTNES; 3 p.m., Dartington Hall; Dr. Konrad 
Fels and Miss K. Spurrell; PPU. 
SWANSEA; 3 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House; 
John Barclay; PPU. 
MASTINGS; 8 p.m., White Rock Pavilion; James 
H. Hudson on “ Peace through Justice”; PPU. 
GREENFORD; 8.15 p.m., Playhouse Cinema; 
Lord Arnold and Rev. Henry Carter; PPU. 
TORQUAY; 8.15 p.m., Empire Cinema; Dr. Kon- 
rad Fels and Rev. Paul Gliddon; FoR. 
CAMBRIDGE ; 8.30 p.m., Regal Cinema; George 
Lansbury, Vera Brittain, and Arthur Eddington 
(chairman); PPU. 


Monday, Nov. 28 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE; 7.30 p.m., Victoria 
Methodist Church; peace rally; Laurence Hous- 
man; PPU. 

BOURNEMOUTH; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road; group meeting; “The 
National Register ”; PPU. 

HERNE HILL; 8 p.m., Baptist Church Hall 
corner Winterbrook Road); debate; Derek Ray 
and Rev. Arthur Pervy; PPU. 

GERRARDS CROSS; 8.15 p.m., Girl Guides’ Hut; 
Miss Ruth Fry; PPU. 


Monday-Saturday, Nov. 28-Dec. 3 
COULSDON AND PURLEY peace week. 


Tuesday, Nov. 29 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m., Friends House, 
Euston Road; Cecil Wilson on “The Work of the 
Pacifist Conventions”; Peace Committee of 
London Friends. 
LONDON, W.C.2; 6.30 p.m., 9 Hop Gardens, St. 
Martin's Lane; Mrs. W. C. Robertson on “ Con- 
structive Pacifism”; Anglican’ Pacifist Fellow- 
ship. 
TAUNTON; 7.30 p.m., Town Hall; Rev. Paul 
Gliddon and W. B. Curry: FoR and PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52, Queensway; Mrs. Nan Macmillan on “ Edu- 
cation ”; Left Book Club and PPU. 
LIVERPOOL; & p.m., Richmond Baptist Church, 
Brech Road; Rev. G. Lloyd Phelps; 
Pacifist Fellowship. 


Wednesday, Nov. 30 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting: K. 
Jones and another; City PPU group. 
OXFORD; 8.15 p.m., 115 High Street; Edmund 
Harvey on “The Positive work of the Pacifist "; 
University Pacifist Association. 
CREWE; 8.30 pm., 271 Walthall Street; Rev. G. 
Lloyd Phelps; FoR. 


Thursday, Dec. 1 


LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m., King’s Weigh House 
Church, Thomas Street; Rev. R. H. Le Messurier. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
John Palmer on “Toc H and Pacifism”; City 
PPU group. 

BRISTOL ; 7.30 p.m., Quakers’ Friars, Rosemary 
Street; Dr. Konrad Fels, Rev. Leslie Arting- 
stall, and others; Council of Christian Pacifist 
Groups. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre. 
52 Queensway; Linei-Chong’ on “100 years of 
China"; PPU. 
SOUTHAMPTON; 8 p.m, 
House; John Barclay; PPU. 
SOUTHPORT; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House; 
Rev. G. Lloyd Phelps: FoR. 

UXBRIDGE; 8 p.m., St. Andrew’s Parish Hall; 
George Lansbury, James H. Hudson (chairman); 
PPU: 

CUFFLEY; 8.15 p.m., Cabin Hall; Shoran S. 
Singha on “The Conflict of Ideals in Asia and 
Europe”; chairman: G. C. Holmes; PPU. 


Friday, Dec. 2 
WELWYN GARDEN CITY; 8.15 p.m. Memorial 
Hall; Canon Start Morris; PPU. 


Saturday, Dec. 3 


Friends’ Mecting 


“SOUTHAMPTON; 7.30 p.m. Woulston Methodist 


€hurch, Manor Road: film show of Mss | 
schaft and shorts; Methodist Peace Fellowship. 


Baptists’ ! 


* PEACE NEWS 


—“§t. Joan” Is—, 
With Us 


LETTER from Dame Sybil 

Thorndike was read at a meet- 
ing in the Regal Cinema, Highams 
Park, last Sunday. She wrote:— 

1 am absolutely heart and sou! with you 
in the endeavour to work for peace be- 
tween nations without force. We have a 
difficult task, but I cannot believe that a 
way will not be found. 

Se much has been done by research in 
the last fifty years in the way of efficient 
and deadly armaments that I am sure that 
if we can show a strong enough public 
opinion, as much can be done by research 
in the Christian methods of settling differ- 
ences, though we cannot wait fifty years! 
But we must be positive pacifists and not 
just passive ones. 


Over 600 people attended the 
meeting, which was addressed by 
Miss Vera Brittain, the Rev. R. 


Sorensen, and the Rev. Alan 
Belding. A_ collection realized 
£15 10s. 


ACCOMMODATION 


Wanted 


WILL REALLY FRIENDLY PEOPLE offer 
business woman comfortable room and partial 
board with family. Easy access City Write 
fully.—Box 135, Peace Neus, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4. 


IS 


BUILDING & DECORATING 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


EDUCATION 4L 


GERMAN LESSONS or exchange conversation 
by Viennese Pacifist. Near Bethnal Green.—Box 
128, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4. 


NAZI SEARCHLIGHT ON 
BRITISH “ATROCITIES ” 


Palestine, Sou 


th Africa and 


India, Through German Eyes 


'THE controlied Nazi Press continued last 
week in a bitter attack on Britain for 
having criticized the progrom. 

The attack, which was led by the respon- 
sible Diplomatic and Political Correspond- 
ence, featured a recital of alleged British 
atrocities in Palestine, South Africa, and 
India. 

“Before other nations begin to criticise the 
measures taken against German Jews,” said this 
paper, “they would do well to look up their old 
and recent history, and examine whether they 
have any reason to pass judgment on these 
things.” 

Under the heading, “Inhuman Methods 
of Oppression,” the Voelkischer Beobachter 
the principal Nazi organ, wrote: 

“The English people should have every reason 
to be disgusted about their own cruelties against 
other countries. 

“In the country of a foreign people they 
are blowing up houses, they are hanging men 
who are fighting for their rights and freedom ; 
they have introduced a reign of terror. 

“The mountain tribes of Waziristan have felt 
the cruelty of British punitive measures when 
trying to obtain their freedom, 


“WOMEN AND CHILDREN” 


“The British colonial authorities did not reply 
by laws. They sent armoured cars and fighting 
planes to the rebellious districts and killed thou- 
sands of women and children. , 

“The article refers further to ‘cruelties in the 
Transvaal, where Boer families were gradually 
but continually killed in concentration camps,’ 
and continues: 

“Therefore the role that the British people 
now play in accusing Germany of alleged 
atrocities is misplaced in view of the fact that 
the history of the British Empire runs through 
a sea of blood.” 


The .Zwolf-Uhr Blatt wrote: 
“Palestine is a real disgrace to humanity in 
this 20th century. 

“Britain believes herself to be justified in 
meddling with the affairs of another people 
for the sake of a few synagegues which were 
burned down as a reprisal for a_ beastly 
murder. 

“It would be better if Great Britain would 
occupy herself more with her own disgrace.” 
The paper then compares the steps taken 


by Germany after the Paris shooting with 


the “ consequences of molesting two British 
women in Amritsar in 1920, when General 
Dyer murdered 500 Indians and wounded a 
further 1,500.” 

“In India, England’s reply to Incidents was 
to make 150 Hindus crawl along the streets 
on hands and knees, to whip naked girls, to 
have 200 Hindus flogged and their leaders tied 
to the mouths of guns, which were then fired. 

“WORSE FOR JEWS” 

“In German concentration camps those held 
there for their criminal opinions or criminal 
minds are trained to work. 

“In the British concentration camps in South 
Africa during the Boer War 26,000 women and 
; children died as a result of unheard-of torture 
and privation. The Boers have erected a monu- 
ment to the eternal memory of this saintly 
civilization.” 

The tendenciousness of Nazi propaganda 
is now an accepted fact, but may it not be 
that these instances of British Imperialist 
tyranny are not wholly without foundation? 
Can we be too unctuous ? 

As Ivor Brown wrote in the Manchester 
| Guardian (21.11.38) protesting against the 
proposal to have the Old Vic repertory com- 
pany boycott Italy: 

* |. . if our fervid anti-Italians will try 
to see Great Britain as others see it, a colos- 
sal Empire which was built up on plunder 
and is maintained by force, very much as 
the Italian empire is being built up and 
maintained, Great Britain would lose some 
of its reputation for hypocrisy in the eyes 
of the world.” 


Women’s Conference on Europe 


A conference organized by the Women's 
Peace Crusade will be held on Thursday in the 
London School of Economics, Houghton Street, 
Aldwych, to consider the .present European 
situation in relation to world peace. 

There will be two sessions, from 4.15 p.m. to 
6.45 p.m and from 8 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. 

The conference will be presided over by Miss 
K. D. Courtney and the speakers wil! include the 
Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, Miss C. E. Marshall, 
Mr. G. T. Garratt, and Professor Norman 


Bentwich. 
Tickets are 2s. each (single session Is.) and 
are obtainable from the Women's Peace 


Crusade, 55 Gower Street, London, W.C.1. 
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LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


sT. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, LETCH- 


| WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 


tion). A thorough education for boys and girts 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress. 
Headmaster. H. Lyn Harris. M.A. L1.B.¢(Camb.). 


HFALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 


| osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
‘health by natural methods: particularly success- 


ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North. Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885). 


LECTURES 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY OF 
WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club, St. James’s St., 
anytime. anywhere (20 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses. 


“THE LIFE & DEATH OF ART,” by Herbert 
Read, Wednesday. November 30, at 8 p.m., 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1. Price is. 
F.P.S.1L. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


“GLORIOUS MORNING” IS A GREAT PLAY 
for pacifists. The Rev. Will Hayes will speak 
on it next Sunday morning at 11. During the 
Great War Will Hayes landed in gaol. He lost 
his freedom, but he kept his faith. Ever since 
he has fought for pacifism and socialism. He 
believes that “The State is NOT alL” Come 
and hear his reasons for that belief. He will 
certainly give you something to think about. 
Lindsey Hall, The Mall, Notting Hill Gate. Near 
the tube station. Please help us to make it a 
glorious morning. 


PERSONAL 


COULD SOMEONE OFFER HOSPITALITY 
to German Jewish boys, brothers 11 and 16, 
preferably near London.—Ransenberg, 17 Cleve 
Road, London, N.W.6. 


READERS OF Peace News are invited to com- 
municate with G. Ellison, 182 Lowden Road. 
S.E.24, who will be pleased to introduce them 
to a Furnishing House of repute. Those in- 
terested in this offer may take advantage of a 
substantial discount. 


YOUNG ARTIST—free-lance work wanted; 
would consider partnership with another artist. 
Box 137, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N 4. 
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READERS 
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"Peace News' 
ADVERTISERS 


whenever possible 
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SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


BUYER-CASHIER (54) .28 years in present 
industrial appointment, which fer Christian 
Pacifist reasons is being voluntarily relinquished, 
seeks similar employment or other position of 
trust. Replies: Box 136, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


CLERICAL. Widow, member LNU and PPU, 
seeks temporary or part time work. Private or 
office. Bookkeeping. &c., own portable type- 
writer. Telephone: Tottenham 1865. 


LETTERPRESS PRINTER (23), dismissed for 
pacifist views, seeks employment. Eight years’ 
experience platens and wharfdales; excellent 
references. Full Technical Certificates, London 
City and Guilds, and other good technical 
qualifications.—Reply to P.P.U. Headquarters. 


— 


YOUNG, DILIGENT. CZECH . WOMAN seeks 
houschold work. Send offers to:—Haubenova 
Anna, Prague VII—1082, Czechoslovakia. 


TYPEWRITING 

ALL TYPEWRITING undertaken by expert 
typist (pacifist). Prompt execution. Low 
charge. Welsh, English, French.—Jones, Isyderi, 
Gwaclodygarth, Cardiff. 


TYPING FOR * PEACE.” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any iobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, etficiency. and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, £.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holiday 
or restful recuperation. Increased accommoda- 
tion. Central heating throughout; h. and ec. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars. Crich, near Matlock. 
Telephone Ambergate 44 Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.). 


LLANFAIR TALHAIARN near Abergele, 
North Wales, in peaceful Elwy Valley. Spend 
Christmas at Glasfryn Guest House. Newly 
appointed. Usual festivities. Proprietress, Mrs. 
Rodwell. 


‘ASHAMED’? 


HIGHLY-PLACED personage in this 

country has received the following 
moving letter about the Hitler pogrom 
from a non-Jewish Conservative German 
resident in Germany ; 

“What do the foreign countries really 
think of us here in Germany?” the letter 
begins. (Obviously, E cannot give the 
names either of the sender or the recipient.] 

“If you want me to be frank I really 
have to say that I am ashamed that such 
things could happen in a modern Kultur- 
staat (civilized country). But I don’t want 
to add any opinion about these mean acts, 
because then I would have to oppose our 
leading men. 

“Our Press, however, is falsely informed 
when it asserts that it was the will of the 
German people .... 

“Please do not let this letter come into 
wrong hands. But if you care more about 
it, then tell any of your people who have 
a bad opinion about the German people 
that we do not deserve it.” 

—News Chronicle, 23.11.38. 
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Makes Hitler Look Humane! 


No Home for the Jews in Palestine 


But What ot the Empire ? 


HE military have not yet been able to 
suppress the Arab revolt in Palestine. 
But there are suggestions of a split in 
the Arab movement. Although these have 
been denied by the President of the Arab 
Defence Party in a message to London, 
there would seem to be some truth in 
them, as they have come from an Arab 


SERVICE IS 


REAL NATIONAL SERVICE 


(Continued from page 1) 


and their families, whether in the homes 
or in play-centres for children (in the case 
of women’s teams), or on their gardens and 
allotments, or in community-service jobs. 

In many parts of the coal-mining areas 
unemployed men are permitted to pick up 
waste coal for themselves on pit-tips, or to 
hew it in small cooperative coal-mines. It 
is an exceedingly arduous task for these 
men, who are often emaciated by pro- 
longed malnutrition, to get the coal home 
on hand-carts to their houses. (I speak 
feelingly in this matter, for I have done it 
myself!) I cannot imagine a more worth- 
while form of service than the helping of 
these men with the dragging of their little 
carts or the carrying of the sacks (as is 
often necessary) across the mountains. 

Again, we need more and more teams to 
go abroad for similar forms of work in 
other countries. Openings are constantly 
turning up for which teams cannot be 
found; and more and more such openings 
could easily be developed. 

After a lengthy Work Camp in Ireland 
this year, I came back with the desire that 
we might find teams to send from England 
to scores of Irish villages, where the marks 
of the bad old days of eviction and famine 
(due to British mis-government) are still 
too plainly apparent, in order to help the 
peasants in the arduous work of removing 
stones from their fields, carrying “ turf” 
from the mountains, and getting in the 


harvest. 
But clearly it will not be everybody who 
ean afford to go for such forms of 
service to the distressed areas, or to other 
countries. We must have types of service 
which can be worked at all the year round, 
not only in a fortnight’s holiday. This 
means that they must be available in the 
locality itself. 

Numerous likely enterprises spring to 
one’s mind: the working of gardens and 
allotments belonging to sick and aged 
people or to old age pensioners; the bring- 
ing of waste land under cultivation (the 
produce to be given to hospitals and old 
age pensioners); the making of clothes for 
war-refugees; the running of play-centres 
for children; the provision of substitutes 
for unskilled factory-workers,' land- 
workers, housewives, etc., in order to 
enable holidays to be taken. 


* 


WHat is needed is a great prolifera- 
tion of Community Service Groups 
prepared to undertake such activities, and 
the uniting of them under a loosely-knit 

Community’Service League. 

We must avoid unduly centralized orga- 
nization, and must be ready to give the 
maximum of liberty to the local group. 

Any central organization that may be set 
up should be advisory rather than adminis- 
trative. Its chief function will be that of 
finding jobs for local groups wanting jobs, 
and finding teams for jobs needing workers. 

It will probably be advisable to have a 
badge, perhaps consisting of the letters 
CSL—Community Service League. Each 
local group affiliating to the league might 
be asked to pay a yearly subscription, say 
5s. This would be raised from the mem- 
bers of the group, and would go toward 
the expenses of the central league 
organization. 


» 


* 
IN addition to the above-mentioned activi- 
ties, there will probably in time be 
bigger enterprises to be undertaken, by 
“sroups of groups” gathering from all 
over the country. 
There are for instance the combating of 


the bracken-scourge in the Lake District 
and other areas; the planting of moors and 
pit-tips with trees; 
fen-defences; the draining of marshes; the 
bringing of waste land under cultivation 
for land-settlement on behalf of the uz 
employed; the levelling of pit-tips; even 
the draining of the Wash! 

Of recent years many such enterprises, 
on a small scale, have been run by the 
International Voluntary Service for Peace; 
might not their activities be greatly 
extended? 

It is clear that some form of Government 
help would be needed for all such big- 
scale enterprises: but this would probably 
be forthcoming. At the same time I per- 
sonally greatly hope that the principle may 
be ahhered to that individuals and groups 
should pay, or raise locally, their own 
travelling and food expenses. 

If this is the rule, the. work remains 
voluntary. Otherwise it becomes paid 
labour in disguise, and is undercutting 
trade-union rates, whilst the central funds 
become a cow to be milked by grafters. 

One other thing must be said, and with 
great emphasis, in regard to all such 


—PUKKA SPORT IN— 
PALESTINE ! 


OVERNMENT HOUSE, 
the home of the High 
Commissioner and Lady 


MacMichael, on a hill-top, just 
outside Jerusalem, today formed 


a perfect “grandstand” for 
watching a running fight in the 
rocky valley, between Cold- 
streamers, machine - gunning 
aeroplanes and rebels.... 


Coldstreamers, with red Arm- 
istice Day poppies tucked in 
their steel helmets, began to 
comb the valleys, like beaters at 
a grouse shoot... . 


—Stuart Emeny, in the 
“News Chronicle,” 12.11.38. 


undertakings. They must never be ini- 
tiated if labour can be paid to do them in 
the ordinary way. Otherwise we shall be 
taking the bread out of the mouths of the 


unemployed. 
[ cannot be too energetically urged that 
we pacifists ought to get busy at once 
with the founding of such a Community 
Service League. We should begin with the 
immediate formation of Community Ser- 
vice Groups, on lines roughly indicated 
above. These local units might in many 
instances coincide with Peace Pledge 
Union groups. We must have our own 
national service in operation before the 
militarists agree about their type of 
“ service.” 

Will all who are interested in the idea 
write to me at Work Camp Clearing House, 
Woodbrooke Settlement, Birmingham 29, 
with comments, suggestions, and news of 
action taken? 

A Schools Section is already starting, the 
secretary pro.tem. being my brother, W. F. 
Hoyland, Downs School, Colwall, Malvern, 
to whom school groups (and they will be 
very important in this movement) may 
perhaps write direct. 

It is unnecessary to add that the burden 
of work undertaken should lie equally on 


both sexes. 


-% 


the strengthening of: 


source, and there has been a division 
before. 

The German press declares that “ Britain is 
trying to starve the Arabs into submission by 
destroying foodstuffs and cutting off supplies.” 
It can at any rate be said that, if the authorities 
are not trying to starve the Arabs deliberately, 


'they are doing it incidentally by the blowing up 


of houses and by destroying food in their searches 
for ammunition among stores of grain and oil. 


Barbarous British 
Methods 


'MAJHAT is happening in Palestine is not 


just a series of riots and disturbances. 
It is war—savage and relentless—and in 
this war we have no mote “ justification ” 
than Mussolini had for invading Abyssinia. 


The means by which Britain, a foreign Power, 
in seeking to thrust her will upon the people of 
Palestine make Hitler look humane. Unofficial 
reports tell of appalling atrocities committed 
against the villagers; but even the official reports 
show that collective fines have been imposed on 
numerous villages and that hundreds if not 
thousands of houses (against whose owners noth- 
ing has been proved) have been blown up. 


Imprisonment and detention without trial is 
also officially admitted: so is the carrying of Arab 
“ hostages” in military convoys, so that the hos- 
tages will be killed if the foreign troops are 
attacked. 


In the actual fighting no quarter is given. 
Death is the penalty for the mere possession of 
arms and the News Chronicle (October 17) tells 
us that the police and military “follow up the 
rebels with the object of exterminating them 
completely.” Our aeroplanes, says the same 
report, “locate the rebels, then swoop, bomb and 
machine-gun them.” 


While, led by the press, everyone talks of the 
crimes of the dictators, this sort of thing is going 
on with hardly a protest from anyone in Britain. 
So much righteous indignation is a little nauseat- 
ing. That, we admit, is what Hitler says, too; 
but Hitler is as anxious for everyone to look at 
Palestine as we are for everyone to look at Hitler. 


No Home for Refugees 


WET every discussion on Palestine leads 

back to Central Europe. The Twice- 
Promised land was promised by our 
Government to the Arabs who lived in 
it and the Jews who wanted to. 


Obviously that meant we had to keep it our- 
selves to prevent them from quarrelling, an 
arrangement O.K.’d at Versailles under the title 
of mandate or “sacred trust of civilization.” 
Also, Palestine had strategic significance and 
valuable minerals, not to mention the front door 
to some oil wells. Jewish immigration, it was 
hoped. would form a kind of Palestinian Ulster. 
It also formed a kind of Arab Sinn Fein. 


The persecution of the Jews in Europe has 
made it difficult for people to think clearly about 
this problem. In the News Chronicle on 
November 12 there was a report that Dr. Weiz- 
mann, in his capacity as President of the World 
Zionist Organization. had told the Zionist 
General Council that their efforts “must be con- 
centrated on securing that the doors of the 
Jewish National Home shall be ever more widely 
opened to our brethren from the lands of perse- 
cution.” 


The Only Solution 


WICW it is time that we made it very clear 
he that, in our opinion, a hell in Palestine 
is not the solution for hell in Central 
Europe. 

The Arabs—still the majority of the population 


—are opposed to British domination and to fur- 
ther immigration. 


If we persist in trying to rule Palestine against 
the wishes of the inhabitants that means the 
continuation of the very methods Dr. Weizmann 


“ 
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condemns when practised against the Jews in 
Germany. It also means war. 


The last and only hope of peace lies in the 
withdrawal of the British Army, leaving Arabs 
and Jews to come to terms among themselves. 
That is not a guarantee of peace, but it gives 
peaceful methods a chance. For pacifists there 
can be no other course. 


Inevitably this will mean the cessation of immi- 
gration. The Arab majority are apparently de- 
termined on that point. We may deplore the 
fact, but it is so; and the alternative is more war. 


For the solution of refugee problems we must 
learn to look, not to little countries where immi- 
gration can only be carried out under a heavy 
barrage of our humanitarian bombs, but to the 
open spaces in the self-governing countries. New 
Zealand, bigger than Britain, with only 2,000,000 
inhabitants; Australia with only 7,000,000; 
America and even Great Britain (with all its un- 
developed land) are better able to cope with the 
6,000,000 Jews in Central Europe. 


Chance for Persuasion 


PACIFISTS believe in persuasion, and 

here is their chance. Self-governing 
communities may be persuaded—colonies 
and mandates can only be forced. 

That is another reason why we must push on 
the task of abolishing imperialism. The friendly 
relations upon which our own problems depend 
are only possible between free peoples. 


Whereas many have done what they could, and 
are still doing all in their power, to help refugees 
from Central Europe, what have we done for the 
people in Palestine whose homes have been de- 
stroyed, for the children whose fathers are in 
prison and concentration camps, or “ extermin- 
ated” by our armies? 


Here surely is the next and nearest responsi- 
bility that we must shoulder. The least that we 
can do would come as a gesture of good will—at a 
time and place not inappropriate to those whose 
eyes will be turned toward Bethlehem. 


A Play—Not a 


Sermon 


THE SHOEMAKER’S HOLIDAY. 
Thomas Dekker. Playhouse. 


HEN the right thing is done, and done 
well, even by the wrong people it 
would be bad manners to hesitate to 
applaud. But in this case the right thing 
has been done by the right people: The 
National Theatre Group. 

I do not intend to review this play as 
anything but as a play. That remark is not 
exactly trite, for it is the habit today for 
reviewers to wear their political binoculars 
in the stalls. 

The most noticeable virtue of The Shoe- 
maker’s Holiday is its lack of pretentious- 
ness. Most Elizabethan plays (even some 
of Shakespeare’s) are spoilt by a pretence 
to profundity; they sometimes mangie a 
love scene with astronomical conceits and 
latinized verbosities. The worst of that 
sort of heavy dullness can be found_in the 
plays of Beaumont and Fletcher. But 
Dekker has a sure sense of the theatre; he 
does not turn it into a pulpit or a common 
room. 

The play gives delight. It does not pre- 
tend to elevate or to teach any moral. It 
leaves no nasty taste—and that makes it 
unique among the- performances. in 
London. Miss Nancy Price has had the 
good sense to use the Elizabethan court- 
yard as a set and has dispensed with the 
clutter of scenery. 


By 


RONALD DUNCAN 


